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PREFACE. 


| Tu E following Discourses are offered to 
public notice with the utmost deference and 
respect. Instead of affecting any claim to 
literary merit, they are only exhibited as a 
part of those proſessional labours in which the 
writer is constantly engaged. Whether amidst 
the numerous works of genius, and celebrity, 
_ which dignify the present age, this humble 
effort may be considered an intrusion, must 
be leſt to the decision of the candid, and i ime. 
partial. If a sincere, and ardent wish to pro- | 
mote the interests of religion, and virtue ; to 
recommend internal piety, and practical holi- 
ness; and to urge the, importance of religion 
as seated in the heart, and amending the life: 
if these motives will furnish a sufficient apo- 


logy for giving publicity to this work, they 


are readily offered, with a hope that the plea 
will not be altogether inadmissible, or unjust. 


PREFACE: 


The doctrines which are principally enforced- 
th these Discourses are, the fallen state of 
human nature,—the' turpitude, and guilt of 
sin. the purity, and extent of the moral law, 
- —the absolute need of an expiatory atonement 
for sin,—and the full, finished, and perfect xe 
demption, which Christ hath accomplished for 
the guilty. And whilst they point out from 

the authority of holy writ, that Christ is the 
way, the truth, and the life, — and the only 
name given under heaven whereby we can be 
| Saved they no less recommend to our serious 
attention, the morality of the gospel, and the 
inseparable union of faith, and practice. 
Whilst they assert the absolute need of rege- 
nerating grace, and the blessed agency of the 
Holy Spirit; they uniformly urge the im- 
portance of cultivating those Christian graces, 


which peculiarly adorn our holy religion. 
These are the prominent features of the 
Discourses now offered to public view; and 7 


which are written in strict conformity to the 
| A 


PREFACE. 


doctrines contained in the articles, homilies, 
and liturgy of our excellent establichment.— 
After offering my grateful acknowledgments 
to those numerous, and kind friends, who 
have $0 liberally patronised this work ; I can 
only add, that if this humble effort should be 
instrumental in any degree to promote the 
interests of truth, and virtue,—of pure, and 
undefiled religion, —it will amply repay my 
bours :—and whilst the pleasing reflection 
of being useful to others, shall afford a secret 
gratification, - which is easier conceived than 
| expressed, let all the glory be ascribed to 
1 | Him, who is the alone author, and giver of 
5 0" XY _—_ good, and perfect gift. 
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is 


66, When: I consider thy e the work of thy 
©» fingers ; the moon and the Stars, which thou 
ast ordained'; "what is mam that thou art 
on ont wic rr that 
thou visitest im? „ Ker e en een 


711 


Tui 18 cublime and a I is sup 
posed to have been written by David, whilst 
he was a youth, watching his father's flocks, 
in the still serenity of the night, and un 


der thẽ expanded canopy of heaven, Far 


remote from the busy walks of men, his mind 


was wrapt in holy contemplation on his God ! 


Surveying the works of nature, and admiring 
the planetary orbs, he '* deeply impressed 
with a reverential awe of the Divine Majesty, 


wisdom, the universe is itself suspended . The 


stillness of the night leads him to meditate, 


unimpeded, on the grandeur of the Scene. 
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The animal and vegetable world, seems en- 
tombed in sleep. The tunefül choristers of 
the air have retired to the leafy bough, and 
postponed their song till the break of day. 
But the pious stripling, formed to live in ano- 
ther world, looks upward to the bespangled 
sky, and contemplates the wonders of al- 
mighty power Struck with the vast provision 
that is made for the ease, and accommodation 
of man, whose path is strewed with bounties, 
and loaded with à rich profusion of benefits, 
we find David exclaiming, in the fervour of pay 
admiration, with the irresistible impulse o 
| grateful j joy.—“ When I consider thy — N 
the work of thy fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which thou hast ordained; what i is man, 
that thou art mindful of him ? and the son of 
man, that thou visitest him? 1 


„er 


3 words naturally 27 us. to L Ta 


Its of God? 8 mindflne of man. 


24. The 3 which a e af the 
divine benevolence, should induce us \srudiously 
to perform. 
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The works of nature are only the varied 


emanations of nature's God. If, in the foliage 

of every rising plant that decorates our path, 
we are justly impressed with admiration at the 
wisdom of him, who formeth all things by the 
word of his power; our wonder and delight 


must rise in an infinite proportion, when we 


contemplate the glories of the upper world, — 


the stars, which are guided in their course,— 


the bright luminary, whose radiance extends to 
the remotest corners of the earth, which ani- 
mates, vivifies, and enlivens universal nature: 


and the clouds, suspended on the mighty fiat 


of the Supreme Intelligence, who ruleth over 


the armies of heaven, and amidst all the inha- 
bitants of the earth.” When we think of his 


uncreated majesty, in whose view: the very 


heavens are not pure, and before whom even 
angels veil their faces, we are filled with ad - 


miration and gratitude at his condescending 


pity and compassion, manifested towards the 


race of man. In contemplating the works of 


nature, we are led to the profoundest adoration 


of God, and hs matt We view 20 


be voting: 97 
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Whilst we admire the wisdom and goodness 
of him, who formed this well-ordered universe 
out of a confused chaos, who decorates the 
axure sky, — who guides the silver moon, and 

who gives radiance to the luminary of day, —who 
replenishes the earth with his bounties, who 
spreads a verdured carpet round the tender 
plant, and invigorates the stately tree; we 
are fred with holy gratitude at the care, the at- 
tention, the mercy, and forbearance-which he 
shews, towards his dependent creature man. 
Like the high-priest of nature, -man walks 
forth amidst the varied bounties of indulgent 
heaven. The earth teems with provision for | 
his daily support, the air wafts its refreshing g 
gales, the ocean affords us a rich profusion of 
dainties, and extends its munificence to even 
distant climes. Welltthen may we exclaim in 
the language of the text,. What is man that 
thou art mindful of him? What is he by na- 
ture or practice? Whence came he, or what > 
is his ultimate destination . Thou hast made 
him a little lower than the angels, and hast 
crowned him with glory and honour. Thou 
madest him to have dominion over the works 
- of thy hand; thou hast put all things under 
| ST os oo 4 
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his feet: all sheep, AY oxen, yea, and os 
beasts of the field; the fowl. of the air, and 
the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth 
through the paths of the seas. —Aſter this 
reviewal, the pious stripling, in rapturous ad- 
miration, says, Q Lord our God } how ex- 
cellent is thy name in all the earth! -A 
vie of the divine benevolence naturally leads 
us to enquire into the character, conduct, and 
excellence of those, on whom the blessings of 
infinite goodness are thus principally bestowed. 


Is it for the happiness of man, that universal 


nature hourly diffuses its choicest blessings ? 


And what is the requital that we make? ] s it 


unabating gratitude, and uniform obedience? 


Let facts and experience exhibit the melan- 
choly contrast. Though we arè dignified by 
the powers of intellect, and are endowed with 
faculties of the most acute and discriminating 

nature; though the mind is rendered capable 


of contemplating the sublimest objects, and is 


furnished with ample means of improvement; 
—yet we fatally-pervert our benefits, and for- 


get the indulgent Author of all our mercies |— > 


* PsALM viii. 5th to ↄth ver. 
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Our Reason; instead of yielding to the obe- 
dience of Faith, assumes a dictatorial power, 
and denies what it cannot fully comprehend. 
Our Understanding is blinded by prejudice : 
and, under the influence of a depraved and vi- 
tiated nature, our Will is controuled by tumul- 
tuous passions, and biassed by evil and corrupt 


3 


Mas therefore, is fallen from that state of 
innocence in which he was originally created, 

and is by nature depraved in his affections, in 
| his, judgment, and in the prevailing tenor of 
his conduct and behaviour: The heart, which 
once was the throne of virtue, is now the seat 
of every baser lust, — < deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked.“ From this 
polluted fountain springs every evil thought 
and atrocious crime. Here the affections, 
which once were dedicated to God, are now 
devoted to the world, and occupied in the 
pursuit of every carnal gratification, | N 
the Apostle describes us, in our unrenewed 
state, as © dead in tres passes and sins, and as 
In by nature the children of wrath. Indeed 


Ern. ii. 18t and 3d ver, 
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we are further asured, that © the carnal mind 
is enmity against God: so that the theories 


. which flatter: and dignify human nature, 'are 


far remote from either truth, observation, or 
experience. Our fall in Adam is emphatically 


described by the Apostle, who says,“ Where- 


fore, as by one man, sin entered into the 
world, and death by sin; and so death passed 
upon all. men, for that all have sind, 4 


Wonderful, then, is the goodpess and mercy 
of God, in being mindful of inan, amidst so 


many provocations, such accumulated guilt, 
wilful transgressions, ingratitude, and disobe- 


Adience l David might well exclaim, when ' 


he considered the heavens, the moon and the 
stars.—““ What is man that thou, a pure 
and holy Being, “art mindful of him?“ At 

cannot be our merit, but God's free mercy, 
his eternal love, that graciously causes him to 
be mindful of guilty, vffehding man. We are 
criminals, and merit nothing at the hands of a 
holy. God, but punishment. If he were striet 


to mark iniquity, none of us could appear 
before him. The utter unworthiness of man, 


therefore, magnifies the goodness of God, and 


2 Rou viii 7th ver. + Row, v. 12th ver. 
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extols the freeness of divine grace. God is 
mindful of man every hour he breathes, thro” 
every stage of infancy, youth, manhood, and 
old.age. He guards us by his providence from 
the cradle to the tomb. In our helpless in- 
fancy we are shielded by his power,—in child- 
-hood and youth we are guided by his wisdom, 
—in-manhood, and old age, protected by his 
aid throh gh the various temptations, difficul- 
ties, and dangers of life. But at the hour of 
death, when the world can afford us no relief, 
— when. riches profit not,. Gd is mindful of 
the true believer, Then will he support us 
by his presence through the dark valley; 
then will ministering angels guard our bed, 
and conduct us securely home — then will he 
increase our faith, animate our hopes, and 
apply by the agency of his Holy Spirit the 
efficacy of a Redeemer's blood, which 
cleanseth from all sin, to heal the wounds of 
a guilty conscience, and to nn us for our 
last and trying hour 4 
| God. was R of his 3 from all 
eternity, before the foundation of the world. 
« That in the ages to come he might shew 
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the exceeding riches of his grace, in his kind- 
ness towards us, through Christ Jesus. He 
devised a way for our final happiness, con- 
sistent with every attribute of justice; and 
which perpetuates the claims of holiness, whilst 
it confers the benefits of forgiveness. Thus, 
in the fulness of time, God was so mindful of 
man, as to quit the realms of glory to take on 
him our nature in all things, sin only except- 
ed,—to bear the insults and reproaches of of- 
fending mortals,—to traverse inhospitable de- 
sarts,-to endure persecution, and distress,— 
to become, literally, a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with -grief. How did he manifest 
his mindfulness of our lost and miserable con- 
dition by nature, when he was arraigned before 
Pilate, —falsely accused, —buffeted and mock- 
ed, and at length crucified between two thieves ! 
—Was it thus that the Son of Man was pleased 
to visit us in our low estate? He bore our 
offences on the accursed tree, and endured the 
punishment due to our transgressions Hear 
him exclaiming, with the pungency of grief, 

« My God! my God! why hast thou forsaken 
me! —This was the mighty effort of divine 
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hilainfutopy To. this we owe every hope of 
either present or future happiness Well may 
wwe cry out with wonder and gratitude, © Lord, 
what: is man that thou art mindful of him?“ 

of sinful;-weak, and miserable man, who is 80 
often e e of thee * | of 


' 


I 


1 Ehe ever blesced 0 a Jesus dos vhs 
sited us with his free salvation; and endured 
the bitter agonies of the cross, to deliver us 
from the horrors of eternal condemnation. 
God was also mindful of us in triumphing 
over the power of Death, and the Grave. He 
burst the barriers of the tomb, and rose in re- 
splendent majesty as our great exemplar, and 
as the first- fruits of that glorious resurrection 
from the dead, to which we now look with 
confidence and hope. Christ is also still mind- 
ful of his people. He now pleads the merit 
of his own obedience in their behalf, and is 
touched with the feelin g of our infirmities. 
© God is further mindful of man, in granting 
him the aids of his Holy Spirit, to enlighten 
*his understanding,—to regulate his affections, 
eto direct his choice, to subdue his passions, 
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to renew his heart;—and finally to prepare Him 
for the enjoyment: of heaven; The aids of 
this blessed Spirit are promised to all ho sin- 
cerely ask them, —as a help to their devotions, 
as a support against temptation, —as a guide 
to direct them through life, and a powerful 
consolation in death! Thus in every stage of 
our being, —in every path we tread, — in the 
works of nature, providence and grace, the 
mindfulness of God to man uniformly a W 
God visits us by converting „ 


us, by his efficacious power, from the Jove of | 


sin to the love of holiness. He brings us, 
who by nature are afar off, nearer. to himself. 
And he visits us with afflictions, only as the 
chastening of a tender F ather, to correct us for 
our good. He knows our spiritual maladies; 
and the means which are best adapted to our 
cure. 5 | | 


The mindfulness of God to man, forms a 
prominent feature in the natural and moral 
world, —in our temporal and spiritual affairs; 
and will shine with unc louded radiance in the 
realms of day, — where praise will be the un- 


ceasing tribute of joy amongst the redeemed 
above. 
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IT proceed now very briefly to point out 
| the duties which a consideration of the divine 
benevolence ſhould induce us to perform.— 
As no principle will more effectually produce 
a virtuous life, than the generous impulse of 
holy gratitude ; OED tnindfulness of man 
Should make us mindful of every duty 
which God hath enjoined in his word, that we 
may pay not a partial, but an universal obe- 
dience to the divine precepts. We should re- | 
verence those oracles of truth, which can 
alone make us wise unto salvation-; and make 
their unerring dictates the rule of our faith 
and practice,—instead of the capriciousguidance 
of vain, and even dissipated fashions. It should 
be our uniform study to maintain a conscience 
void of offence toward God and toward men 
to We every station that we fill by inte- 
ty, diligence and uprightness; and to re- 
ee the religion we profess, by its in- 
fluence on our conduct and behaviour. Need I 
remark, that God, who has been thus mind- 
ful of us, hath an unrivalled claim to our af- 
fections? His glory should be the constant 
aim of our lives. When we reflect, therefore, 
on 5 care in viaiting us, how can we indulge 
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those lusts and passions, which war against the 
peace, and happiness of the soul? How can we 
live in the neglect of his worship and his or- 
dinances ? If we are duly impressed with these 
benefits, how can we neglect the inspired 
volume, to waste our irretrievable mo- 
ments in reading an insipid fiction, or à vi- 
sionary romance? If we think of the divine 
compassion, how ought we to be emulous in 
virtue, —to be found striving against sin,. to 
mortify our corrupt pass ions, —and to live in 
all things as becometh the gospel of Christ. 
Let the Zoodness of God lead us to repentance, 
to renounce every evil way, and to abouimd in 
the fruits of righteousness, But as to those 
deluded mortals who despise even the mercies 
of God, and who reject the invitations of the 
gospel, let them remember, the hour is hast- 
. ening, when their fate will be determined for 
ever !—The, Lord will come to take vengeance 
on them who obey not his gospel. And we - 
are assured, that the wicked $hall be turned 
into hell, and all the nations n forget God,” 


| Penetrated then with a deep impression of 
| the divine com passion towards guilty man, Fee 
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us aspire after a growth in grace, and a greater 
conformity to the divine image, that when our 
great and final change shall arrive, we may be 
prepared to dwell with angelic spirits in the 

presence of the Lord 1“ For all flesh is as | 


| grass, and all the glory of man, as the flower 
j of grass. The grass withereth, and the flower 
; thereof falleth away ;—but the word of the 
o | 1 endureth for ever.“ * 
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Fe Keep thy heart with all diligence ;: for: out it 

are the issues of le.. 
nl 2b Beig yor Hit 259 v1 
Tur fatal influence of the passions, over 
the wiser decisions of reason, constitutes the 
Important conflict, the unceasing struggle, in 
our spiritual warfare on earth. Here it is, that 
through the depravity of our fallen nature, our 
weakness is confessedly great, and therefore 
we require the aids of the Holy Spirit to keep 
us from every surrounding temptation to evil. 
Through this divine assistance, which is pro- 
mised to all who sincerely ask it, Wwe are 
strengthened in the perforinance of our duty, 
animated with the fervour of devotion, and 
are enabled to regulate those tumultuous pas- 
sions, which disturb our EGS and im pede 
our Phe in virtue. [I renn e 
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« From the shallow streams of philosophy,“ 
(says an able writer,) © we must hasten to the 
living fountain of the Christian religion. It is 
the influence of God on the heart of man, the 
divine operation of the Holy Spirit on the 
spirit of human creatures, which alone can 
bestow a permanent tranquillity,—that peace 
of God which passeth all understanding,— —that 
peace, - which no human eloquence can clearly 
explain, but which the devout heart of the 


* believer feels with joy and gratitude, This is 
the polar influence, which can alone fix the 


tremulous needle, and point it directly to hea« 


a power from 
above, obey the injunction of the wise man in 


the text, and endeavour, amidst the turbulence 


of contending passions, to © Keep thy heart 
with all diligence ; for out of men 


A 
For hy further i investigation of thes e words 


n n. 


ta, The nature of the duty here aaf of ws 
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2d. The reason given for this necessary care. 


Were religion nothing more than a compli- 
ance with outward forms, the bare profession 
of a creed, or the partial discharge of customary 
duties; we might rest contented with a specu- 
\ lative faith, or a merely superficial morality of 
conduct. But as it is a principle of grace im- 
planted in the heart, a re- union of the affec- 
tions to their proper object, we must watch its 
progress or decline, its growth or decay, in the 
prevailing temper and disposition of our minds. 
The man who is devoted to a life of gaiety and 
dissipation, or who is wholly engaged in the 
Pursuit of riches and honours, may profess the 
doctrines of Christianity, but be utterly unac- 
quainted with the true spirit and influence of 
that pure and holy religion. Genuine piety is 
seated in the affections, and displays itself in 
our choice, or in our most favourite pursuits. 
If we feel no delight in keeping the oommand- | 
p ments of God; in prayer and meditation; in 
frequent retirement from the world; in com- 
muning with our own hearts; in an attendance 
on the means of grace; it is a — 8 


C 
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token that we are yet. strangers to the e 
and * of religion. 


Thus the nature of the duty enjoined in my % 
text briefly implies, that if we wish to ascer- 
tain how far we are the rea! partakers of pure 
and undefiled religion, we must Keep the 
heart with all diligence.” We must watch over 

every secret propensity, every latent solicitation 

to evil; and from the manner in which vice 

is encouraged, or opposed in our own bosom, 
we must learn to estimate our real character 
and condition. How deeply we are interested 
in the faithful discharge of this duty, in being 
only honest to ourselves, must surely be obvi- 
ous to the most ignorant, and uninformed.— 
The mistakes we are apt to make through 
pride, or partiality to our own errors, are the 
grand hindrances to our security and welfare; 
the fatal, though hidden means, of temporal 
and eternal ruin. We start back from every 
thing that exposes our own guilt and depravity, 
forgetting that a timely discovery of our spi- 
ritual diseases, may hasten a speedy, and an 
effectual cure, Like one, who is conscious 


% 
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/that his worldly affairs are embarrassed, he 
* avoids the scrutiny of enquiry, when a season- 


able investigation might have easily retrieved, 
what delays render doubly dangerous. 


The love of life makes us attentive to the 
welfare and security of the body, whilst the 
mind lies neglected like a barren waste, with- 
out the culture of wisdom and knowledge. 


The soul, which is formed to live for ever, 
either in heaven or hell, ought to be our chief, 


our unvaried, our principal object of regard. 
The frail tabernacle of flesh, that contains the 
jewel, must soon perish and decay; but the 
mind, vast in its pursuits, and boundless in its 


wishes, looks forward to eternity] After this 


vain and precarious life is over, the state of . 
the soul will be fixed, without any possibility 
of alteration or amendment. Well, chen, 
might the wise man say,“ Keep thy heart 
with all diligence; for on the habits and dis- 


positions of mind that prevail in us, 'we max 


form a reasonable expectation of our future 
destiny. We are assured, “ they that are in 


the flesh cannot please God. And again, 
If any man hath not the spirit of Christ, he is 
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none of his. Now what did this spirit 
consist in — In unoffending innocence, —in 
unceasing philanthropx,— in humility, com- 
passion, benevolence, patience, and universal 


Sig. 


* 


If then we go on hardened in iniquity, re- 
jecting every admonition, proud, revengeful, 
avaricious, or unjust, we evince a temper of 

mind utterly unfit for the pure abodes of be- 
. Atific spirits. Let us then endeavour, by di- 
vine assistance, to keep the heart with all dili- 
gence; to study our natural, and constitutional 
failings; to watch over the prejudices in our. 
minds that obstruet the progress of truth; the 
passions that ensnare and delude us; the baits 
that we most eagerly seize or embrace; the 
errors, both of judgment and of practice, to 

which we are most constantly liable; and the 
vulnerable quarters in. the citadel of the mind. 
Confirmed habits of vice are difficult to over- 
come, but the first beginnings of evil may 
be checked, (under the auspices of divine 
grace, ) in their fatal career. In fact, it is not 
merely the principles we bs, but the 
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habits we indulge, that in a great ba goon de- 
termine our true character. 9 


The great dup of Wera the heart, may 
briefly include our cultivating those disposi- 
tions which are good, and thereby obeying the 
motions of the Holy Spirit; and likewise cor- 
recting and opposing those evil propensities to 
which we are most habitually inclined. This 
must be done in a constant dependence on di- 
vine aid; in a proper use of means towards the 
attainment of the end; in frequent prayer and 
meditation; in à life of temperance and so- 
briety, of faith, and devotedness to God. By 
the heart, we understand the seat of those af- 
fections of the mind, which peculiarly influ- 
ence and govern the conduct; for if our un- 
derstandings be ever so well ar what is 
right, and we have no inclination to perform 
it, the effects will be very fruitless, and una 
vailing. Even the most abandoned among 
men, when they listen to the dictates of reason, 
must be persuaded, in a great degree, of their 
error; but the will, which is the spring of 
action, is wholly under the power and domi- 
nion of lust. The heart is deceitful above 

93 2 - 
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8 * 
all things, and desperately wicked, who can 
know eit?“ Instead of exposing, it conceals 
our errors, and finds a thousand excuses for 
the worst of crimes. Though it will indulge 
a criminal severity on the conduct of others, 
it will always palliate and diminish those faults 
which are immediately its own. Thus, until 
the spirit of God tears off the veil that hides 
us from ourselves, we are unacquainted with 
our true character. - 


V 


} 
1 
| 

|| 
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In order, then, to keep the heart, we must 
use those means which God hath prescribed in 
his word. We must institute a strict and im- 
partial enquiry into the prevailing motives of 

our conduct, - the ruling passions of the mind - 
the general bent of our inclination, and 
thus maintain a holy jealousy of ourselves. 
We must place a strict guard on all the avenues 
of the soul, - on those common inletsto tempta- 

tion, —on those evil thoughts which intrude 
even on devotional hours, and disturb our 


* 
x 


Keeping the heart, implies a steady deter- 
mination to do right, and a cautious watchful _ 
„ J2RE. xvii. ver. 9. 


Dy the.” 
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ness against a levity of disposition, which is 
uniformly inimical to virtue, © Keep thy 


heart; that is, take heed to thy spirit, lest it | 
imbibe the prevailing fashions of a profane and 

_ thoughtless world. In discharging this great 
duty, we must never make light of sin, of 
trifle with those things which are of unequalled 
importance. It is sin that divides us from the 
presenc of God,—that is the cause of all our 
troubles, —and that, which if it be not repent- 


ed of, will finally plunge us into hell !—Let. 


us, then, in an humble dependence on divine 


grace to assist us, 1295 the heart with all dili- 
gence, 


The duty en joined in the text, naturally im- 


plies a frequent and serious examination of our 


own hearts, with an attentive regard to what- 


ever passes in our minds, though it be utterly 


unknown to the world. With those who 


wish only to study appearances, or who merely 
aim at gaining a reputation amongst men, this 
duty will be tedious and irksome. Nor will 
the mere formalist in religion be much dis- 
posed to commence an enquiry that will de- 


tect his follies, or expose his vices. Hence it 
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is a favourable omen, when any man is in- 
clined to look within, and seriously consider 
the state of his own mind. It shews at least 
a wish to do right, whatever be the issue of 
the enquiry. This important duty cannot be 
accomplished in the busy crowd, in the tu- 
mults of ambition, or in a life of gaicty; 3 but. 
it must be effected with temperance, in retire - 
ment, meditation, and prayer. In an honest 
and impartial enquiry into our own minds, it 
will be requisite to direct our chief attention 
to those vices which are constitutional, or pre- 
dominant; to those temptations which our 
avocation in life most frequently exposes us 
to; and to those habits which our worldly in- 


terest, or connections, may most readily pro- 
oO 


The Christian My knows, th 5 * te care 
pally minded. is death, but to e 
minded, is life and peace, will watch over 
the Pere l tendency of his thoughts, in 
order to ascertain how far he maintains fellow- 
ship and communion with God, as the earnest 
of future glory. It will be his constant grief 
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to discover how much his mind is taken up 
with: this present world; and how little, with . 
the interesting realities of futurity! He will | 
trace these dispositions of mind, through all 
their various progressions, until he discovers 
the cause of his frequent deviations from the 
path of wisdom; and ascertains whether these 
effects arise from education, custom, or ex- 
ample ; from the occupation he putsues, the 
company he keeps, or the opinions: he may 
imbibe, Having discovered the gecret cause 
of his gradual decline in the ways of holiness, 
he will implore the divine spirit to raise his 
affections from this transĩtory world, and to fix 
them steadily on a better inheritance above. 
Ie will say with David, . Cteate in me 4 


cfean heart, O God, _ n a _ _ 
within me, * | 


; A A fond attachment to the world, is a mate- 
rial hindrance to the progress of religion. If 
we wish, therefore, to keep our hearts with 
all diligence, we must watch over this fatal 
and growing propensity. The miser, whose 
whole thoughts are occupied in the PUN 

15 


e 
| 


„Nu Bs \ ver. 10. N 


E - - —_—> * a _ l 6 FREIE . * . n * * 2 5 n " uu 
© , 6 r ok Wurm eb 4 N N . | FR 
* \ as. A 7 N r N. . 3 5 : ö 
* * F *. 8 >. * be LAY = 2 l Te 
F : $5 EIT » (EY N f 
; — N * 5 * 8 * 
8 4 © 


| 


tion of wealth, 580 his « avarice with the 
gentler name of a prudent care. The prodigal, 
who not only wastes his own property, but 
injures that of others, dignifies his vices with 
the title of a generous spirit, or of a chearful 
companion. Thus a love of the world deludes 
us even into an approbation of our most fla- 
grant vices. To detect these errors, in which 
we daily impose upon ourselves, is one of the 
principal duties implied in keeping the 
heart. — But in our fallen state, as dead in 
trespasses and sins, how can we discharge this 
great, and necessary work of our lives ?—Not 
by a vain confidence in our own ability, - but 
by looking for aid to- that gracious God, who 
hath promised help in eyery time of need. 
who is the author, and finisher of our faith, — | 
and who worketh in us, both to will and to 
do, of his good pleasure, He can turn the 
tide of our affection into a proper channel, and 
create us anew in Christ Jesus. Hence the 
Lord hath declared, I will put a new spirit 
within you; and I will take the stony heart 
out of their flesh, and will give them an heart 
of flesh: that they may walk in my statutes, 
and keep mine ordinances, and do them: and 


— 


minds, is too obvious to be denied. If the 
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they chall be my people, and 1 will be * 
God. | | 


0 


Having shewn the nature of the FEW 

« quired of us in the text, I proceed now to con- 
sider, the reason given for this necessary care. 
We are enjoined to keep the heart with all 
diligence: for out of it are the issues of life.“ 
That our conduct, especially in matters of re- 
ligion, is influenced by the real state of our 


heart be not right with God, the practice will 
not be uniform, or sincere. When the pha- 
risees made the commandment of God of 
none effect by their tradition, our Lord said, 
« Ye hypocrites, well did Esaias prophecy of 
you, saying, this people draweth pigh unto 
me with their mouth, and honoureth me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me. 
Thus the fervour of devotion must depend in 
a great degree on the state of our affections, 
whether they are devoted to God, or to the 
world. . Whatever relates to our religious 
conduct, is briefly included under the two di- 
stinct heads of F 1 and Practice. It ner 
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therefore be interesting to enquire, how far 
they are both governed by the prevailing bent 
of our inclinations, and affections. That our 
belief greatly depends on the tempers of the 
mind, is a fact, avowed by scripture, and 
confirmed 4 experience, | 


| Thus men are unbelievers in religion, not 
because they cannot comprehend truth, but 
because they do not love it, Their minds are 
not prepared to receive, or embrace the holy, 
and humbling doctrines of the gospel, because 
their pride, and their love of vice, unitedly 
oppose them. Thus regenerating grace must 
first change the heart, and alter the bent of 
our inclinations, before we shall have either a 
true faith, or a genuine repentance. Why did 
Nathaniel 50 readily believe in Christ? Be- 
cause he was ©, without guile.” He had a 
love to truth, and was open to conviction, - He 
did not reject the evidence placed before him, 
and determine not to hear the voice of the 
charmer, charm he never so wisely. Preju- 
dice bars up the avenues of the mind, and ob- 
structs the entrance of truth. Like the jaun- 
diced eye, it views every By ect throu gh a 
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false medium; and draws conclusions that are 
partial, erroneous, and unjust. This is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather than 
light, because their deeds were evil.”* The 
fault here is evidently in the affections, and 
not in the understanding. Men know what is 
right, but they have no en en to P 
it. 5 


Our wills by nature are averse to holiness, 


and prone to evil; if, therefore, our hearts be 
not previously disposed by converting grace to 
become teachable, humble, and ready to re- 


ceive truth, however it may condemn our own - 


conduct, we shall make no progress in faith, 


or virtue, How plainly, then, this accounts 


for the growth of. infidelity. As men grow 
more wicked, more vitious, and more impa- 
tient of all restraint, they become more faith- 
less, and unbelieving. The heart being under 


the influence of every turbulent and restless 


passion, it is no wonder that the life is irre- 
gular, impious, and immoral. Thus it is 
5 an that the affections add Nn, of 
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men, have no small influence on their opinions. 
As religion, therefore, tends to regulate these 
tumultuous passions, we can easily imagine 


embraced, Our errors arise more from the 
depraved bias of our affections, than from any 
immediate defect in our understanding. Our 
Lord, therefore, told the Jews, Ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have life; from 
which it is evident how far a want of inclina- 


tion operated in their rejection of truth. 


Thus, as it is plain that our belief is greatly in- 

fluenced by our passions; so we ought to keep 
tte heart with all e bce, for out of it are 
the issues of life. 


The ruling passion of the mind will not only 
give a peculiar colouring to our actions, but it 

will principally determine the nature of our 
life, and practice. The great contest of heaven 
and earth, (says the learned Dr. Owen,) is 
about the affections of the poor worm, which 
we call man. They are all we have to give 
or bestow. They are not to be bought, nor 
purchased with riches. 80 if a man would 
give to God all the substance of his house, 
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without love, it would in like/manner be de- 
spised.'* Were the principles of Christianity 
uniformly operative on our conduct, we should 
exhibit reiterated proofs of humility, wisdom, 


patience, charity, and every grace that can 


adorn our nature, or dignify our high, and holy 
calling. But, unhappily, we see the influence 


of envy and hatred, rancour and bitterness, 


with other vices, too prevalent amongst those 
who bear the name of Christians. Hence it 
appears, that a knowledge of truth, in the 


theory, will not be alone sufficient to consti- 
tute us real Christians; hut a renovation of 


mind, wrought by the agency of the Holy 
Spirit, subduing our evil passions, and conse- 
crating the temple of our hearts to the one true 


Ged. An enlightened head may dwell with an 


| N unrenewed heart; it is evident, therefore, that 


divine grace must first make the change in our 


affections, in order to produce kn: my * 
nnn 


1 


That we are 60 . deaf by 
our passions, into errors which our judgment 


condemns, has been thus ingeniously accounted 


- © Owen, on Spiritual Mindedness, p. 178, 179. 
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. for by an able writer. —* First, that we 
either think not at all of the principles we 
hold, or permit them to lie dormant; or, if 
we think of them, we neglect to apply them 
to cur own case; and if we do apply them, 
we hope to repent at some future period, and 
to be saved notwithstanding.* These are 54 
: Sp 015 e we ary on aol 
2444 4 no- 
| — nk true eee is more dar the 
| belief of a creed, let us implore the aids of the 
Holy Spirit, to take our treacherous. hearts 
into his special care and keeping; to direct the 
| prevailing | bent of our inclination” to a life of 
holiness ; that we may love the duties we 
practise, and obey from the real dictatẽd of the 
heart. Then will our virtues be acceptable to 
God, as the fruits of faith : and love. Then 
shall we delight in the way of God's com- 


mandments, be steady in our purposes: and 


uniform in our practice, anticipating the bliss- 

ful employment of heaven, and be truly pre- 
pared for a state of glory. If these be the 
constant duties of à Christian, what must be- 
5 ane. of those who indulge every vitious in- 


it 0 Dr. Warzzl ax, Vol. I. Sermons, pint, 
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* 


dlinceion, and: whoee hearts are under the do- 


.minion of corrupt passions ? Let them tremble 
lest death should arrest them in a state of mind, 


so utterly unfit for the purer realms of the . 
heavenly: world. Soon will the time arrive, 
when the objects of our constant choice, of 
our prevailing inclination, will either add to 
our happiness, or increase our misery. Let us, 


Ave 


LOS 


we 


_ 


fixed... Hence, * Keep thy heart wa alli b 
ligence : for out of it are the issues of life. 
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HIS remarkable confession was occasioned 
by St. Paul's eloquent oration at the bar of 
Festus and Agrippa, in which he gives an ac- 
count of his original profession as a pharisee ; 
of his former zeal against the religion which 
he now embraced ; of his miraculous conver- 
sion to the faith of Christ; and of the doc- 
trines which he preached unto the gentiles, 
This great apostle, who was educated at the 
feet of Gamaliel, and trained to a strict, and 
steady observance of all the forms of the Jewish 
law, became now the able advocate of a cause, 
which he once persecuted, and despised. Truth, 
which has been often injured by the malice of 

Ci 
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was here ably · defended with impressive elo- 
quence, and convincing argument. A simple 


appeal to facts, arrested the attention of his 


hearers. The detail of St. Paul's journey” to 


Damascus, was peculiarly interesting, and. af- 


fecting. The singular interposition of Provis 
dence, which checked him in his: career o 
rage, and turned the tide, of his affections int 


_ different channel, was an event-/of 1pecul liar 
celebrity, and importance. It shes that God 
often selects instruments least expected, tg ac 


complish his wise, and unerring putposes. 
Having finished his striking narrative, St. Paul 


zays—* King Agrippa, belieyest thou the 
prophets?—I know that thou believes. Then 
Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou per- 
duda, e to be: a Shag ! 2591) 01 av 9; A 
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These words h lead us to-enquire,.; 

HORNeuT' 1 51 5801 ho henden 
Ist. What id eleraateriatid queliics.of - 
a real Christian. oy bor E009 TOU 31397 20011021 
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2d. Wherein it is manifest, that we are only | 
almost, but ont eee. 


come one. 
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34. The wn ific low fears 
temporary conviction of concience, and a le- 
e ee eee road 


Tes hade practical virtue which is too often 
| Fr in these who outwardly profes 

Christianity, is not wing to any defect in the 
religion, but to the manner in which it is re- 
ceived, and embraced. The most obvious 
traths of philosophy will eease to operate on 
the conduct, if they are only eddy hetioved, 


The determinatiens of the judgment will re- 


gulate our opinions, but it is the bent of the 
_ affections that must influence our practice. 


The pazsions of the mind are the great springs 


| that call forth the active display of virtue, and 


lead us to tread the path, which we previously 
admire, and approve. Thus when St. Paul 
_ preached before Agrippa, his judgment was 
convinced of. the reasonableness of Christianity, 
und the ſulßhment of prophecy ; but his af. 
fections were not Engaged in loving its/purity, 
nor was his heart duly impressed with its im- 
' Hence it is not enough merely to 
knoye whas i right, without nm 


200 o 


"2% #1 
8 


9. | 


even the devils believe, and tremble is 
a merely outward profession of the gospel, a 
_ - Sufficient proof that we are real Christians. 


SERMON III. 


A 2 belief of Christianity, is not 


enough to constitute any man a Christian 3 for 


we are assured in the pages of inspiration, that 
Nor is 


We find even a Judas was amidst the twelve 
apostles. Hence, —“ they are not all Israel, 
which are of 


We may be baptised into « Christian name, 


but we must alse have a Christian nature. 


Even an outward attendance on the means of 
grace, will not alone denominate us Christians, 
unless we have an inwatd change of heart, 
with a mind renewed by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Let us not rest then only in a form of 
godliness, or have the house of che mind 
merely swept and garnished ; but let us inves» 
tigate the state of our affections, and the pre» 


dominant tendeney of our choice, and pursuit. 
From chene we may form an OY To. 


\s on xiv. ver. 23. a + Row. iz. ver. 0; 7. 
Hes 23 


us 


i 
# 


1 it ; and. therefore. our Lord e 
If a man love me, „eee, 


neither because they are | 
ne rene are they all children. 
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true character, and discover under what habi- 
tual influence we act. If we are borne down 
with the tide of pleasure and dissipation; if we 
have no reverence for truth, and no serious 
regard to the positive claims of duty; if we do 
not aim in all things to glorify God, and to 
maintain a conscience void of offence; it will 


only expose our hypocrisy, to profess a reli- 


gion, which we hoarly contradict in our yours 
Lice. | 

ee characteristic qualities of a real Chris- 
tian, are an operative faith in the Redeemer, 
and a genuine repentance for sin; a spiritual 
mindedness of temper, and disposition; a 


humble, teachable, benevolent, and forgiving 


spirit; affections devoted to God, and de- 
tached from the world; patience, and resigna- 
tion to the divine will; universal, and not 


merely partial obedience; a practice not con- 


formed to the maxims of the world; in all 
ttings honest, upright, and sincere; a tender - 
ness of mind ever ready to sympathise with the 


distressed; and imitating the bright example 


of our Lord, who (constantly went about doing 


„ 
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Ia delineating the haracter of a" Christian, 
we must always remember, he is an- altered, 
but not a perfect man. Whilst he dwells in 
this vale of tears, he will be yet liable to ert, 
still full of imperfections; but whilst others 


Justify, or encourage the errors they commit. 


de will be continually lamenting his o en 
the one hand, and striving against them on tke 


other. There is a wide distinction between 


it. As we are by nature universally fallen from 


our primitive innocence, so it is by the po-wer 
of regenerating grace alone, that we become 
real Christians. This great work of the Holy 


Spirit, enlightens the g regulates 


the practice. Like a new creation, it brings 


us from the love of sin, to the love of holiness; 
and turns us with full purpose of heart unto 
God, as the supreme object of our adoration; 


perfect gift cometh from above, 80 the appro- 


priate qualities of a real Christian are the im- 
mediate effects of cunverting grace. The 
change which hath passed in the mind of 4 


188 truly born of the Spirit, is Pro- 
D 4 | 


falling into error, and securely continuing in 


and praise. As every good: gift, and every 
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be onee placed in his own goodness, is now 
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ductive of new inclinations, new hopes, and a 


new life. The vices which he once practised, 
he now abhors; the mistaken confidence which 


exchanged for a humble dependence. on the 
righteousness of Christ ; and the trifling pur- 
Suits which once occupied his time, are now 
happily renounced for the puter delights of re- 
ligion, and the more substantial joys of fel» 
0 constitute a real Christian, we must have 
a temper; and spirit of mind that is adapted to 
the nature of our high, and holy calling. Like 
those who are the followers of the lowly Jesus, 
we must uniformly evince meekness, humility, 
forbearance; candour, and benevolence. The 
Christian will be so humbled under a convic« 
tion of his own unworthiness, that he will feel 
uo inclination to triumph over the failings of 
others, or to boast of his superior virtues ; but 


he will constantly acknowledge, By the 
grace of God, I am what I am.“ Further, a 


Chtistian spirit is loyal, peaceable, and con- 
- whon honour, tribute to whom tribute, It 
unites men in the bonds of love, and stimulatos 


a. £H rn —— ——— hu. of 


his faith by his works. He will be found 


appetites; and he will practise self - denial, 
where the claims of duty, or ee 


SERMON III. 41 


em to a faithful discharge of the duties of 
their respective stations. Thus, If any man 
have not the spirit of Christ, he is none ef 


his. Let us then beware how we indulge 4 
carnal, a censorious, an enyious, a revengeful, - 


or a proud, and haughty spirit. Whilst the 


true believer will place all his hopes of pardot 


on the atonement of Christ, he will evidence 


mortifying, instead of indulging, his corrupt 


pe nz ee ns * 


2 nns 


| I proced now to dude. ahactibi ans: 


nifest, that we are only almost, but not alto 


ks persuaded to become Christians. This 
is evident, when men hesitate between the po- 
sitive claims of duty, and the defective law uf 


inclination ; or in other words, when they ro- 
tain so much of religion, as gives them a nan 


en Christen, Withant eithee: imbibing 


its spirit, or obeying its precepts. In this 
ease, the judgment is convinced of the truth 


of the gospel z but the heart is under the 
power, and dominion of sin. To beoume''s | 
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real Christian is à great, a glorious, and an 
important blessing. But to be only divide 
between religion and the world, between duty 
and inclination, or to go half way in the 
Christian race, will prove at last a most fatal 
delusion, and leave us ultimately far short of 
the prize. Would it not aggravate the pangs 
of wretchedness, when our final doom is passed, 
to know that we have heard of mercy without 
seeking to obtain it; and that we have been 
invited to glory, but have only gone part of 
the way towards enjoying it? Shall we even 
be solicited to come to the gospel- feast, to the = 
banquet of truth, and only approach the 
threshold? Let us remember, it is he who en- 
dureth unto the end, that shall be saved. 
he was on earth, for a time, — but quitted his 
peaceful standard, when troubles, or difficulties 


occurred. And in the instructive parable f 


the sower, we read of way- side hearers, Who 

have no root in them, and who wither away 
under every blast of adversity. These are only 
almost, but not altogether persuaded to be- 
come Christians. They admirę the theory of 
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but they have never felt its power on the heart; 
bringing the unruly will, and affections, into 
conformity, and submission to the will of God: 


They profess, indeed, the name of Christ, 
but in works deny hini. It Appen alsch i 
we are only almost persuaded to become 
Christians, when we are wholly devoted to 


the pleasures of the world, and arr. 


2 eee 1 e 4.49 0 


22 olan 


4. They that de chert“ (ealch is 4900 8 
#5 havdcoacifibet the flesh, with rem 


and lusts. Instead of living in the eri 


indulgence of any known sin; they oppose its 
first solicitations, and avoid the very appear- 


ance of evil. They are only almost Christians; 
who know nothing of that spiritual warfare; 


that mighty conflict, which is carriet on in the 


soul; who never feel the burthen, and guilt 
of sin; and who have not fled in earnest for 
pardon to the perfect atontment of Christ: 


Men who are only almost persuaded to become 


Christians, are formal where they should be 
fervent; languid, vrhere they ought to be ac 
you ; and attached to the vanities of; 


* Ger. . ver. 44. 
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world, where they ought to be devoted to su- 
blimer objects Their virtues do not flow 
from the generous impulse of gratitude, or 
from the constraining influence of the love of 
Christ. Their obedience is partial, instead of 
universal ; so that if they are strict in the dis- 
charge of one duty, they are neglectful in the 
performance of another. Even their devotional | 
_ $pirit is transient and casual, instead of being 
uniform and steady. There is not even a com- 
parative consistency between their profession, 
and their practice; but a formality in the one, 
which does not ameliorate, or influence the 
other. Many of those who are only almost 
persuaded to become Christians, begin well in 
a-career of virtue, but do not persevere unto 
the end. They seem to aim rather at accom- 
modating their duty to their inclination, than 
to aim at a ready, and chearful performance of 
all that the duties of their station may require. 
No man, (saith our Lord,) “ can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate the one, and 
love the 3 or else he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. Wameme 
e eFA 


* Marr. vi ver. 24 
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As nothing but the grace of God can make 
us altogether Christians, so we should carnestly 
implore the aids of the Holy Spirit to renew 
our hearts, and to direct. our affections to the 
love of truth, and holiness, - to the steady, and 
REF LPs theta . 


| T'piochedchoth we por wok, ab cite | 
different effects that follow from a temporary 3 
conviction of conscience,—and, a' thorough . Bſ 
conversion of heart. In à mere conviction of KW 
ein, the effects are no longer lasting, than as | 
the object of dread: or apprehension is before 
it, and present to the view. Hence in the 
hour of sickness, many have made strong vows 
of amendment, whilst the dread of death was 
before them ; who on recovery, when the ob- 
ject of terror was removed, have unhappily re- 
turned to their former evil courses. But in a 
thorough conversion of heart, or in a being al- 

together persuaded to become Christians, the 
bent of the affections is so changed, that 
our duty is our delight. We become spirit- 
ually-minded ; and feel a pleasure in the paths 
of holiness, which none but real Christians 
know. The vanities of the world no longer 
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occupy our thoughts, and we have an en- 
creasing fervour in devotion, an earnest wish 
to be more fitted for the purer delights of hea- 
ven Though there will be no perfection, 
yet there will be a general uniformity in our 
conduct, if we are altogether Christians: and 
whatever occurs in our pilgrimage through this 
vale of tears, it will never be found that we 
presume to make light of sin When men 
are only almost persuaded to become Christians, 
they perform outward duties merely to pacify 
the clamours of conscience, or to blunt the 
edge of remorse; but when they are the happy 
partakers of a real conversion of heart, they 
are not only influenced by a principle of love 
to God in all their religious duties, but 
their affections are supremely dedicated to 
him, amidst their various occupations in the 
world. They can say with the apostle, . But 
what pn me, anz I counted 
loss * 1 baba hegt 
28115 a ono och to 19 
3 ene e 5 
es act well through fear, but 
conversion will be productive of a- faith that 
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worketh by love. He who is only almost 2 
Christian, will be anxious only to maintain che 
appearance of religion; but he who is altoge- 
ther one, will be in carnest to seek the reality. 
The one, only wishes for the estimation of 
men; but the other, for the approbation of 
God. Hence the apostle, when writing to che 
Thessalonians, says, —“ Knowing, brethren 
beloved, your election of God. For our go 
pel came not unto you in word only, but also 
in power, and in the holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance; as ye know what manner of: men 
'we mant among hon for your sake. . 
ala Ens vnignay ad 11 n iat 2007 
Permit me then to ren by 
warning you against the awful consequences of 
being only almost, and not altogether persuaded 
to become Christians. What will it avail you 
to halt thus between two opinions, if at. last 
you are driven from the presence of God, to 
dwell in the abodes of misery? When death 
arrests us, we must be either altogether happy, 
or altogether miserable, and that to all eternity. 
Who that were to run a race: would stop short 
of the prize? If the honours;:or the riches of 
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from the view. And if yoy, could secure the 
greatest of worldly enjoyments, they are but of 
short duration, and cannot be compared to the 
worth of an immortal soul. Would it not ag- 
gravate the wretchedness of your final doom to 
| have been almost in reach of happiness, and 
to be at last miserable for ever? Beware 
then how you trifle with religion. Look well 
to the foundation of your hope, whether it be 
built on Christ, the rock of ages, or whether 
| you are trusting to a righteousness of your own. 
* Reflect also on the nature and evidences of 
your faith, whether it be genuine and sincere, 
or only speculative and vain. At the day of 
KO e I ITO hearts will be laid 
1 will * ons issue of NT 
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| eras Go ee 06 
implant in our minds the graces of Christianity, 
e Kindle the fervonr of an holy cal. to 
our heavenly course. —to inspire us with a love 
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of virtue, to prepare us for a state of holiness: 
that when we shall have finished our course on 
earth, we Hiay be ushered into the Fealms of 
glory! Thus be waiting for the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ t Who thall also confirm 
you unto theEnd, that ye may be blameless in 
the <7 of gue Lord Jews; Cheiov721 2 
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« Receiving EE FER even the 
| salvation of your souls.” 
Ir we appreciate benefits by their duration, 
and\ extent, the condition of real Christians 
will be found supremely glorious, and happy. 
The trials, or difficulties which they en- 
counter in their journey through life, will be 
amply compensated in a world, where pleasure 
$hall have no impediment or alloy, and felicity 
no interruption or end. Hence true believers 
in Christ should be looking forward to the 
prize before them, instead of seeking comfort 
in a sphere too narrow to gratify the wishes of 
an immortal mind. Were we living more by 
faith on the promises of God, and with a steady 
eye to his unerring wisdom, we should not 
25 1 | 
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only glorify the indulgent Author of all our 


mercies, but we should likewise add to our 


own comfort, and felicity. The hope of the 
Christian is not to be shaken by every wind of 


doctrine; but as it is fixed on Christ, the rock 


of ages, it is firm, and durable, surviving 
the wreck of time, and reaching even to eter- 


nity: Animated, therefore, by a view of his 


high, and holy calling, we find St. Peter in 
this epistle, from which my text is taken, 


chewing the Jews who were converted by the 
power of divine grace, what abundant cause 
they had to rejoice that God had brought them 
cout of darkness into his marvellous light; that 
he had enabled them to receive the truth as it 


is in Jesus; whilst others, through the fatal 
influence of unbelief, rejected it to their utter 
destruction. He further shews, that although 


for a time they might be in heaviness, through 
manifold temptations, and meet with afflictions 
for the trial of their faith; yet, that it would 


of glory Hence by way of encouragement 


he adds, in the words of my text. —“ Re- 


 ceiving.the end of your: e exen the wir. 
tion of your n 
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ultimately produce joy unspeakable; and full 
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These words en su gest to us, 


he” The worth * value of an | immortal 
1 | | 12 8 


24. The nature, and end of fai‚l. 


| 3d. The great importance of ascertaining the 
influence of our faith, on our eden conduct, 
* behaviour. 


— 


Ko Ae the various efforts which have — 
a "A to countenance the progress of error, 
none have been more fatal to the best interests 
of truth, and virtue, than attempting to reduce 
the immaterial principle Mithin us, to a level 
with the brutes perisch. Theories of this 
: 8eductive nature may flatter our vices, but they 
cannot appease the clamours of conscience, or 
_ . drown the recollection cf. our past actiotis-l— 
To what purpose was reason, memory, or re- 
flection given us, if we expire with the reptile, 
without a future state of being Surely thought, 
. which in a moment wings its way do the re- 
motest region, eiteling the carth's vast globe, 
— —which travels into "futurity, and anticipates 
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a distant good, cannot be chained down by. 
organized matter, or be limited to the frail 


tenement of the body? The mind will be 
firm in its decisions, and active in its opera- 
tions ; whilst the body is changing through 
every pore, inert, debilitated, and diseased. 


Can we measure the expanse of intellect ' by 


the ordinary rules of stature, or limit its lofty 


flights by the narrow space that contains our 


bodies? Is it even rational to imagine that 
we entered this world merely to vegetate like 
the plants, with the mighty grasp of eager ex- 
pectation, and a longing for immortality ?— 

Even when the body has been proved incapable 
of its ordinary functions, the mind has been 


_ penetrating, acute, intelligent, 2nd wise. And 


as nothing was ever given us in vain, our rea- 
soning faculties were intended to act in à sphere 


more enlarged than the present life, here we 


are continually liable to err, and where out 

knowledge is at best only in a state of imper- 
feet progression. But we are as5ured, by the 
united aid of reason, and revelation, that the 
soul within us hath all the qualities of an in- 
telligent faculty capable of surviving the body; 


* being happy or miserable; of incatring a 
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just responsibility for its voluntary actions, and 
of retaining a consciousness of its past beha- 
viour |—These are plain truths, which the 
most unlearned may know,—and which the 
most ignorant must feel. 


The worth, and value of the soul, appears - 
from the extent of its powers; the degree of 
pleasure, or pain which it is capable of re- 

ceiving; and the unlimited duration of its 
being, or existence, either in a state of ex- 
quisite bliss, or of unutterable misery. Think 

af the dangers to which it is exposed; the 
felicity that it is fitted to enjoy; the end for 

| which it is formed; and the boundless ocean of 
> eternity into which time will speedily conduct 
it. When millions of ages are past, eternity 
will have no limit, interruption, or end. Our 
continual thirst after knowledge, andour anxious 
salicitude for the future, unitedly evince that the 
mind was not always intended tomove inasphere 
80 contracted as that which our bodies now oc- * 
ill cupy. Why then shall we dedicate so much 
= of our time to the care of the body, whilst the 
| soul lies uncultivated like a barren waste? Our 
| chief interest consists in a due preparation for 
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| thatomte of. final retribution tomwhich we are 


universally hastening. A few: years at most 


will terminate our earthly career. Hence our 


blesed Lord asks, . What is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul? Or what shall a man give in ex- 


change for his soul? Nothing that we can 


attain in this precarious world, will compen- 


sate for the loss of heaven. Hence our prin- 


cipal attention should be directed to the real 


state of our minds; to the nature of our hopes; 
to the degree of our faith; to the effects of 


our repentance; and to the leading evidences 
of that regenerating grace on the heart, with- 
out which no one can enter the kingdom of 


God. The soul will dwell for ever, either in 


the presence of its Maker in glory, or with 
those wretched spirits who are doomed to un- 
utterable woe. Hence its worth and value 
cannot be estimated by any ordinary rule, un- 
less we put in competition things which are 
merely temporal, and transient, with W 
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Ae. to-contider next, the. actgas. 
and end of faith. | 


| Having previously admitted that the welfare 
of the soul is a matter of unequalled import- 


ance, we are naturally led to enquire in What 


way its happiness may be secured, and its pre- 


 gervation. accomplished, from the numerous 


dangers that await it. Had we retained that 
innocence, in which our first parents were 
created, the soul would have been the seat of 
rectitude, and of course supremely happy in 
fellowship, and communion with God. None 

of those unruly passions which now disturb 
dur peace, would then have divided us from 
the only proper object of our adoration, and 
love. But the squl being now depraved, and 
vitiated, so that the very imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart, are only evil continually, 
ve are not only by nature unfit to enjoy the 
raren but the carnal mind 
is actually enmity with God.“ It is averse 
to holiness, and prone to evil; in a state of 
darkness, sin, and unbelief. Amidst every 


amiable quality in à virtuous life, and every 
fatal effect of vice, it . the bad, and 


6 
* 


rejects the good. This is the true state of the 
soul since the fall of Adam. Alluding to the 
fatal apostacy of man, the apostle says,. 


« There is none righteous, no not one: there 


is none that understandeth, there is none that 


deeketh after God.” ® And in another place | 


he thus describes our fallen nature, as having 

the understanding darkened, ne alienated 

e 46 i ee 
A 
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hourly confirmed by facts, and experience. 
Where can we look, without a striking testi- 


mony of this awful truth? And if we seriously 


reflect on what passes in our own minds, we 


language of scripture, that e the heart is de- 


wicked.“ As this is the real condition af the 
natural, or unrenewed mind, it follows, that 
a change must take place in the bent af our 
affections, and in the final determinations of 
our judgment, before we can be disposed for 
the true enjoyment of spiritual frlicity. And 

as the purity! e wage divine e ers ng 
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transgressed with impunity, so a deliverance from 
the curse of that holy law, which we have 
universally broken, can only be obtained thro” 
faith in the compleat, and finished redemption 
of Christ. When our blessed Lord entered 
this vale of tears, it was not merely to exhibit 
a pattern of virtue, and to die in order to con- 
firm the truth of his precepts. But it was, 

happily for us, a far more extensive under- 
taking. He came to ransom us by the price 
of his own blood,—to fulfil every claim of the 
law as our great surety,—to bring in an ever- 
lasting righteousness,—to magnify the law, and 
make it honourable,—to secure us a title to 
glory; that where he is, we might assuredly 
be also Christ is the author, and the finisher 
of our redemption; the alpha, and omega; 
the first, and the last, in the great work of 
our recovery from final perdition ! It is on 
him alone, therefore, that our n, Ware be 
ee eee wer ein , l 


Hence the blexings of Abo 
neee. the medium of faith. It 
is by believing, that we make them our own. 


This may be ee by the.qpalogy 


8 


\ oy 


} 


SERMON Iv. * b9 


of a sick man; for sin is the e al Grain 


that ever infected the human race. When we 


are convinced of the fatal malady that lurks in 
our frame, and destroys our peace, we no 
sooner hear of a remedy, of an effectual cure, 
than we apply it to our own case, and are 

healed. Thus faith is a cordial reliance! on 
Christ, as our only redeemer, and the end of 
it is, (in the language of my text,) Even 


| the salvation of your souls. It is the instru- 


ment whereby we lay hold on the blessings of 
the gospel, and fly to a cruciſied Redeemer, 
as the only refuge for the e 


The nature of this faith is best Sas, 
« 2s the substance of ings : for; the 
evidence of things not Seen. It realizes a 
distant good, as though w. we were in the actual 
enjoyment of it; and thereby glorifies God, by 
a firm reliance on his promises. Whereas un- 
belief is an insult on the divine veracity, and 

ate rejection of the benefits that are offered 

Faith, as well as repentance, is the gift 


- 11 God, and is implanted in the heart by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Like other Christian 
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growth, or decline, —and its various effects. 
A merely speculative faith, will amuse the 
taste, without improving the life. But the 
faith to which the apostle refers, in my text, 
will uniformly influence the practice, and ren- 
der us honest, diligent, and sober in every 
station that we fill; leading us to abound in 
every good word, and work. The generous 
impulse of gratitude will constrain us to live ö 
holy, to adorn our profession of the gospel, 
and to unite the two characteristic qualities of 
a real Christian— Simplicity, and Godly-sin- 
. cerity. 155 | | 8 16 


Thus we sec, that every true believer 
Christ is daily receiving the salvation of his 
soul, as the end of his faith. He is looking 
forward amidst every temporal affliction, to the 
prize which shall be awarded to him at the 
close of his Christian race. Hence, amidet all 
5 the unavailing solicitudes on earth, his portion 
is in heaven. There he looks, with the eye of 
faith, to mansions in the skies; where he shall 
be free from a body of sin, and death, and 
dwell for ever with the Lord. Hence St. Peter 
encourages those who were converted among 
1 DE I 
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the Jews, not to be depressed under the idea 
of their worldly losses, and afflictions, from 
the consideration of what they were receiving, 
even the salvation of their souls. Did this ani- 
mating thought operate more frequently on our 
minds, how happy would be the life of a real 
Christian, even in this sphere of trouble. If 
our souls be redeemed by the precious blood of 
the Lamb, our chief want is supplied. By 
seeking first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness, all other ads Shall be added 


unto you. 


f 


I hall now close my discourse, by consider- - 
ing, the great importance of ascertaining the 
influence of our faith, on our _ oi 
.and heme: 40 


2 Though W eee bp Sond Gain 
man, and numerous imperfections tarnish the 
-lustce of the brightest.« characters; yet if our 


faith does not amend our: conduct, it may be 
the belief of the head, but it cannot be the prin- 


ciple of the heart. They who are Christ s in 


reality, must crucify the flesh, with the affec- 
tions, and lusts.” nen . 
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62 SERMON IV. 
to our depraved passions, we must mortify, 
and oppose them; be found striving against sin; 
and avoid even the very appearante of evil. Does 
our faith make us more holy, more humble, 
and more devoted to God in all things? then 
it produces the fruits that properly belong to it. 
But if it leave us vain, trifling, and worldly- 
minded like others; if we can make light of 
sin, and live in the habitual allowance of any 
known vice; then we have abundant reason to 
vuspect the nature, r 
fan. | N 


Happy then is the man, whose faith produces 
those useful effects which are visible to all 
around him; whose professions lead to a con- 

F scientious practice, to a scrupulous integrity, 

to an uniform course of virtue. Awful, then, 

on. the other hand, is the condition of those 

unbelievers, who glory in their shame, and who 

live without God in the world. Let them re- 

flect seriously on the precariousness of life, 

and on the danger of neglecting this great sal- 
vation. Let them consider the awful ce | 

gquences of dying in sin, and of refusing 4 

glorious invitations of the gospel.—If then we 
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have that faith which ends in the salvation of 
the soul, we shall have the pleasing anticipa- 
tion of future glory, the spiritual consolations 
of fellowship, and communion with God 
«« Let not sin, therefore, reign in your mortal 
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof, Neither yield ye your members as 
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin, but 
yield yourselves unto God, as those that Are 
alive from the dead, and your members as in- 
struments of righteousness unto God.“ 
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hate vain thmghtr "but thy law do 75 be : 


2 Abndber 60 the real nate of our 


own minds, is one of the most interesting 


pursuits in which we can possibly be engaged. 


On a due investigation of this important point, 
we are enabled to ascertain our progress, or 


decline in the paths of virtue; our improve 
ments in knowledge; our advancement in 
piety; or our gradual deviation from the un- 


erring rules of truth and wisdom. The mind 
is the true standard of the man. Here it is 


that we must look for the energy of thought, 
the impulse of affection, or the guidance of in- 


tegrity. Here it is, that the motives which 


govern our whole deportment lie concealed, 
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in d this busy retreat of intellect, we are naked, 


and open to the omniscient eye of that al- 
mighty Being with whom we have to do; and 


to whose final scrutiny we must soon be ac- 
countable. Thought, the swift emissary of 
the mind, keeps up an intercourse with even 
distant worlds; surveys the planetary orbs ; 
traverses the boundless Gcean; penetrates to 


„dhe remotest regions; and even wings its way 


to the abode of  beatific spirits — Thus, in 
watching the progress of these capacious 
powers, which are the ennobling gifts of hea - 

ven, we see whither the full tide of affection 
is likely to direct us in our earthly career, in 
| our journey. from time to eternity !—ln an en- 

quiry $0. awful, trifling would be madness, 
—andlevity, ruin. Impressed with a thorough 


persuasion how —_— depends on a serious re- 


gard to the prevailing bias of the mind, we 
* David exclaiming, in the words of my 
—* hate vain thoughts: but * law do 
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- 2d. The proofs of human eres in the 


mind. 
— 34. The real delight of a good man — 


law do I love.” 4 62. x a 


It is by Wy and unperceived gradations, 
that we are led on to commit errors, which at 
5 one time we should have viewed with dread 
and abhorrence. But by a Jong course of evil 
habits, we become at length familiarized to 
practices which are not / only odious in weir 
| n but ruinous in their effects. fer 


So numerous We the avenues to the mind, 
and so specious are the objects that ensnare us, 
tat it forms a principal part of our duty, / and 
interest through life, to watch over the predo- 
minant bias, and tendency of our choice. Many 
things which have arrogated the names of a 
refined, or of a liberal taste, are only the flimsy a 
coverings of vice, and an apology for the errors 80 
we are daily committing. To whatever quar- 
* ter our supreme, and fixed attention is directed, 
we ought to be well aware that our object is 1 
good, our motives virtuous, our aims honest, 
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previous consideration might have frequently 
prevented. Hence it becomes the duty of 
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condemneth not himself in that thing which he 
alloweth.”'* Where the mind is eagerly bent 
on the attainment of a distant object, it would 
often be the path of wisdom to suspend the 
fervour of our zeal for a moment, and to con- 
sider how far we are right. Our passions pre- 
cipitate us into many errors, which a little 


every man who # sincere in his profession of 


religion, and who is awakened from the le- 
thargy of vice, to guard against the -earliest 


propensity to evil. Let us pause at the begin- 
ning, before confirmed habits, and long usage, 
shall have rendered our recovery more difficult 
to accomplish. Though the spirit of God can 
alone regenerate the heart, and subdue the 
corrupt inclinations of our fallen nature; yet 
we may resist the motions, and quench the in- 
fluence of that blessed Spirit, by our own wilful 
continuance in sin. We may be unhappily 
given up to a hardened 8 if 
we slight the mvitations of the gospel, and 
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may indeed be outwardly prosperous as to 
riches, and honours, b will avail us little, 
if our hearts be not right\with God. 


P 


Fore, to ascertain our progress in holiness, and 
to guard against the earliest propensity to evil, 


is to watch over the predominant tendency of 


our thoughts. The worldly-minded, and co- 


vetous, will have their attention chiefly taken up 
with the pursuits of gaih, and how they are to 
. Increase, and accumulate wealth. The gay, 


and dissipated, will have the principal bent 
of their thoughts directed to amusement 
and pleasure; to find out how they may waste 


time, and trifle with those irrecoverable mo- 


ments which they can never recall. ( The la- 
scivious, and abandoned, will have the prin- 
cipal current of their thoughts lowing in the 


They will be probably plotting the ruin, and 
aiming at the seduction of the virtuous and un- 
suspecting. But as to the real Christian, his 
prevailing thought will be directed to know 


how he may obtain the favour of God, 4 
in „ and a meetness for the 


Channels of impurity, seduction and vice. 
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kingdom of glory. He will be thinking in 
what way a sinner may escape from the wratin 
to come, through faith in the atonement of 


Christ: how the attributes of justice, and 


mercy, are mutually extolled, in the fmished 


work of our redemption. His thoughts will 


be frequently employed in meditating on the 
freeness of divine grace, on the wonders of re- 
deeming love, and on the glory of that illus- 


trious plan of mercy which announces pardon 
and forgiveness to all who are only willing to 


embrace it. Though it be highly probable, 


that no man can absolutely controul his 


thoughts, yet when bad ones are suggested to 
the mind, we can either encourage, or oppose | 
them. In avoiding many things that are evil, 
our power is probably greater than our ineli- 
nation. Hence it is evident,” that by giving 
way to trifling, and often vitious thoughts, we 
fan the latent spark of evil into a. flame, 
and promote irregular inclinations in the mind, 

which it is no less our interest than it is our 
duty, to endeayour to suppress. This plainly 
shews the importance of shunning all profane, 
and loose company, which is too apt to en- 

snare even the wisest, —to lessen our reverence 
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' for virtue, to familiarize the mind to evil. 
to make light of sin,—and to hurry us into ac- 
tual enormities, before we are aware of our 
danger. Hence the truth of the well-known 
maxim, that Evil communications corrupt 
good manners. The thoughts we habitually 
indulge, are indications in a great degree of the 
real state of our minds, and shew how far we 
are engaged in attending to the objects they 
propose. And how dangerous it is only to 
listen to the suggestions of vice, let daly ex- 
un 8 | 


When we begin by eee those 
— which are either im pious, or immoral, 
We are in danger of committing the errors 
which we thus secretly indulge. For though 
the actions of our life be open to the view of 
others, it is the mind that previously arranges, 
and determines, what we ultimately execute, 
and perform. If, therefore, we are honest, 
or: upright in our intentions of avoiding evil, 
we must oppose its earliest progress in our 
thoughts. The voice of temptation would not 
be complied with, if it were not first attended 
to. n and he will flee from 


AE MH NN. . Wi 
youg'* is the advice of an inspired apostle. But 
if we go to the very borders of iniquity, and 
under the idea of innocent recreations tread; as 
as it were on the very heels of vice, we must 
expect to be ensnared by our own folly. In- 
stead of a presuming confidence, therefore, in 
our own strength, or wisdom, let us be hum- 
ble, watchful, and dependent, looking for 
continual supplies of * to Kee 0 us ee 
to che end. | | an 


As true Wien is seated in the — . it 
must have a powerful influence on our thoughts. 
Hence every converted man will readily adopt 
the language of David, and say, „J hate vain 
thoughts: — be will dread the frst beginnings 
of sin, and be afraid of his own deceitful heart. 
And though David could not say he was free 
from vain thoughts, which intrude on the most 
_ exemplary among men, yet he could afſirm 
that he hated them, that he did not encourage 
or entertain them, but used every mean in his 
power to counteract their baneful influence, 
Every true believer will adopt the language of 
the a and confess,—** For I know that in 


St. James i iv, Wh" Ta yl tn 
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me, (that is in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will is present with me; but 
bow to perform that which is good, I find not. 
For the good that I would, I do not; but the 
evil which I would not, that I do.. 


There is a struggle, a conflict, a spiritual 


warfare in the breast of every regenerate Chris- 
tian. But worldly men are so far from feeling 


any inclination to oppose their corrupt propen- 
sities, that they are studying every opportunity 
to pamper, and indulge them. Vain thoughts 
not only divert the mind from that which is 
good, but they open a door to every evil work, 


and dispose us by degrees to the perpetration 
of then most atrocious crimes. Hence the pro- 


phet exclaims,—* O Jerusalem, wash thine 
heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be 


saved: how long shall thy vain thoughts lodge 


within thee?” T A trifling spirit, that never 


thinks deeply, or steadily about any thing, is 
one of the greatest hindrances to the progress 


of religion. These frivolous dispositions are 


rarely impressed by the most alarming truths, 
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and are scarcely aware of their n 
actually overtakes them. 

This plainly shews, that our thoughts ought 
to be employed chiefly on those objects which 
are most worthy of our fixed _ ; and that we 
should frequently consider the important things 
which belong to our peace, before they are for 
ever hid from our eyes. Why do we bestow 
80 much-of our thoughts, and attention, on a 
world, which we must soon leave; and think - 
o little of eternity? Why are our minds occu- 
pied with such unavailing cares, when the great 
interests of the goul are forgotten? Let us then 
reflect what kind of thoughts find the easiest 
admission into our minds; in what manner 
they generally make their approach; and on 
what occasions they are usually introduced. 
These enquiries may lead, under the auspices 
of divine grace, to the most useful discoveries, 
in which we may be able to ascertain the vul- 
nerable quarters in our on mind, and the 
temptations to which we are most immediately 
exposed. A well-known writer says, A man 
that hath so numerous, and turbulent a family 
to goxern az his own thoughts, which are too 
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apt to be at the command of his passions, and 
* ought not to be long from home. 


Thus we should watch against all fretful, 
and discontented thoughts, — against those 
which are too anxious, and apprehensive,— 
against angry, or revengeful thoughts, — against 
every thing trifling, and visionary, or too 
gloomy, and desponding, profane, or im- 
moral. By frequent prayer, and serious me- 
ditation on the word of God, our thoughts 
may, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
be directed to the contemplation of those ob- 
jects Which are most worthy our supreme re- 
gard. For the thoughts of the righteous 
are right“ but « the thoughts of the wicked 

are an abomination to the Lord. + | 


. This leads me to consider, briefly, te pro 
of human depravity in the mind, 


Notwithstanding the nie theatiesvef 
modern philosophers on the dignity of human 
nature, and the boasted discoveries of reason; 


e on an appeal to fact, and experience, 


PRO. il. ver. v. + Prov. xv. ver. 26. 
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that we are universally participants of a fallen, 
and depraved nature. The proper restraints of 
law, and the culture of education, tacitly evince 
this awful, but incontrovertible truth. But adue 
attention to what is continually passing in our 
own mind, under all the advantages of refine- 
ment, and knowledge, will speedily evince the 
depravation of our noblest powers. The acute- 
ness of intellect is not only destroyed, or les- 
sened by prejudice, and an enmity to truth, but 
our affections are fatally withdrawn from God, 
the author of all our mercies Our blessed 
Lord traces this evil to its source, and accounts 
at once for every effect that follows: 
« ut of the heart, saith our divine Teacher, 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphe- 
mies. The fountain being corrupt, the 
streams which flow from thence cannot be 
pure. The heart being so utterly depraved, 
our vain, and vitious thoughts are amongst the 
consequences that follow from our original de- 
pravity. Before the mind, then, can be pro- 
perly disposed to pure and undefiled religion,— 


| to heavenly, and spiritual nen 
13 


* ST, Marr. xv. 19, 1 


1 * * 
" x 
C * 
** 


6 SERMON v. 


of God, and obedience to his precepts; it 
must be created anewin Christ Jesus, changed 
in the bias of its affections, —enlightened in 
the faculties of discernment.—and be more 
conformed to the image, "ad likeness of God. 
Thus the evil thoughts we are apt to indulge, 
are proofs, amongst many others, of the de- 
pravity of the mind; and plainly evince, that 
regenerating grace alone can create a clean 
heart, or renew a right spirit within us. 


Hence we see, thirdly, the real delight of a 
good man, exemplified in the words of my 
text, where David says, “ but thy law do 
I love. — This is the happy change produced 
by the power of converting grace. Our duty 
becomes our pleasure. David admired, and 
loved the strictness of that holy law, which 
forbad all vain thoughts, and sinful inclinations. 
Like a traveller hastening to his journey's end$ 
he wished to be fitted in the state of his mind, 
for the company of blessed spirits, where no- 


ting unholy will gain admittance. And if we 


are the real partakers of genuine piety, our re- 
ligious. duties will form our chief pleasure on 
earth. Our affections, which have been for- 
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merly dedicated to unworthy objects, will now 
be engaged in the animating pursuits of holi- 


ness, and be receiving the earnest of future 


A | 2 
glory. 5 


From what hath been observed we learn, 
that religion not only enlightens our under- 


standing to discover the truth as it is in Jesus, 
but it also regulates our affections, directs our 
choice, and even governs our thoughts. As 


the Christian is preparing for spiritual enjoy- 


ments, for intellectual pleasures; so much of 
his present comfort and peace, depends on the 


state of his mind. His thoughts being fre- 


quently employed on spiritual objects, it will 


add to the energy of his faith, increase the fer- 


vour of his hopes, stimulate him to every good 


word and work, prepare him to endure afflic- 
tion, inspire him with a just contempt of the 
world, fit him to meet the approach of death, 


and to enter on an untried eternity! Whereas 
those mistaken and deluded mortals; whose 


thoughts have never been truly fixed on God, 


% 


will be overcome by every disappointment they- 
/ meet with, and surprized, but not prepared, 
/ for the arrival of death and Judgment. How 
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awful, then, is the condition of those, whose 
thoughts are wholly employed in the purposes 
of evil, and in filling up the measure of their 
iniquity : who live without hope, and without 
God in the world. Let them remember, the 
day is hastening, when * every secret thing 
shall be brought into judgment, whether it be 
good, or evil. Who then can abide the day 
' when he will take vengeance 


of his coming, 
on them who obey not his gospel ? 


Let it then be our supreme felicity on earth, 

to have our thoughts employed on the purity 
of heaven, on the perfection of holiness, on 
the wonders of redeeming love, even whilst we 
are engaged in our various avocations here; 


that our hearts may be fixed on the attainment 


of blessings which are unfading, and eternal! 
—- Thus in our pilgrimage through this vale of 
tears, let us act as those who must soon be ac- 
countable to God,—*< For the Lord searcheth 
all hearts, and understandeth all the imagina- 
tions of the thoughts. If thou seck him, he 
will be found of thee ; but © ms, 
D 1310 e 2 
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ST. MATTHEW, I. PART OF VER. 25. 


. And he called his nume Jestis. 


Ir. appears from the testimony of profane 
history, and even from the most distant records 


of antiquity, that the ancient philosophers 


were in constant expectation of an extraordi- 


nary Person, who should come from God to 
instruct, and reform mankind.” They con- 
fessed, in all the plenitude of wisdom, what 


our modern philosophers affect to deny, that 


the light of nature, or of unassisted reason, 
is insufficient to direct men into all truth; and 
that a revelation from God was absolutely 
wanting. Socrates says, Ye may even 
give over all hopes of amending mens manners 


5 the future, unless God be . . 


On Christmas Day. 
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you some other person to instruct you.” And 
Plato says, Whatever is set right, and as it 
Should be, in the present evil state of the world, 


can be so only by the particular interposition 


of God.” And Porphyry, who lived after our 
Saviour's time, and who had a most inveterate 


hatred to the Christian revelation in particular, yet 


confesses he was convinced there was wanting 
some universal method of delivering men's 
souls, which no philosophy had yet found out. 
—Now if many of the acutest observations 
which are made by our modern Deists, are ab- 
solutely borrowed from the revelation, which 


they refuse to embrace, it is plain they could 


never have advanced these things without it. 


© .* What ground, says one, have any modern 


Deists to imagine that if they had lived with- 


out the light of the gospel, they should have 


been wiser than Socrates, Plato, or Cicero? * 
Ehe arguments which are borrowed now 


from the super- added light of revelation, ought 
not to be employed as weapons in wounding 


the injured. claims of truth. What we call 
reason in modern ages, is improved by revela- 
tion, and owes its best discoveries to the records 


Dr. CLank, p. 375. 
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of inspiration. The . who were originally 
the chosen people of God, were many of them _ 


endowed with the gift of prophecy, and were 
thus enabled, by a power from above, to foretel 
events which have been since literally accom- 


plished. Being thus prepared by the different 


gradations of knowledge for the meridian of 
truth, and wisdom, the Sun of Righteousness 


at length arose, with healing on his wings, 


and discovered the light of life, and immorta- 
lity, in all the radiance of a Gospel-day,— 


Thus, in the fulness of time, the promised 
Redeemer came; was born, in strict conformity 

to every prediction, of a pure virgin; and Jo» 
seph, in consequence of the direction given him 


by the angel of the Lord,—<* called his name 
Jesus.“ 


For our further edification, I shall conider, 


18. The great benefits we derive FEM the 
| * and incarnation of our blessed Lord. 
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d. The improvement we ought to make of 
- this ne and e event. 


of we bende that bo who created the world, 
can govern it by whatever laws he thinks fit; 
that as he formed the universe out of a confused 
chaos, so he can easily suspend, or alter the 
ordinary course of nature, to accomplish his 
wise and unerring purposes: we must ac- 
knowledge that mysteries, however incompre- 
henzible to us, cannot be rationally denied, 
when the defect is not in the mystery, but in 
our faculties of knowledge. The eye cannot 
trace objects to the utmost distance, because 
the mediums of vision are limited ; yet we do 
ast conclude that remote objects have no ex- 
istence, because we are incapable of seeing 
them. There are distinct provinces allotted to 
faith, and reason; and many things Which 
cannot be within the reach of the latter, are 
no less the positive duty of the former. Thus 

by the obedience of faith we glorify God; we 
acknowledge the veracity of his divine word; 
and evince that we are duly apprized of the 
proper degree and extent of those powers, 
which infinite wisdom and goodness hath con- 
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| ferred on us, not to dispute the will of God, 
but to reverence and obey it. Mysteries are 
of two kinds. The one includes thoge things 
which never would have been known without 
\ a revelation; and yet, when revealed, are ina 
great degree understood: the other relates to | 
those, which, when revealed, we know the 
reality of their existence as facts; but cannot 
comprehend the manner, or mode of their ex- 
istence. Of this latter kind, is the incarnation 
of Christ; or the union of the divine and hu- 
man natute in one person. The preternatural, 
and extraordinary manner in which our blessed 
L rd visited this lower earth, was calculated 
to answer the most glorious and important 
purposes to us. He was born of a virgin, that 
human nature might be found again in its pri- 
mitive purity, and free from the contagion of 
_ original sin, which is now transmitted to the 
whole race, and posterity of Adam, In this 
state of spotless innocence, our Lord became a 
perfect model of virtue; and could make a full, 
and ample atonement for Sin, Having no of» 
fence of his own, he could expiate the erimes - 
of others, and thus bring in an everlasting 
ne Here the character * Christ 
5 8 2 
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strictly corresponded with the types under the 
Jewish law, of a lamb without spot, and ble- 
mish. The wonderful union of the divine and 
human nature, in the incarnation and birth of 

Christ, is an ample ground of consolation to 
believers. For though it necessary that 
he should become man to endure the punish- 
ment which our offences had justly incurred; 
yet the divinity of his godhead was no less re- 


quisite, to give efficacy to the great, and 


mighty work of our redemption. Thus he, 
who was rich, as God, from all eternity, be- 
came poor, that we through his poverty might 
be made rich. He quitted the realms of glory, 
and the abodes of unceasing bliss, to tread this 
vale of tears; to take on him our nature in all 
things, ein only excepted ; to obey every de- 
mand of a perfect law ; and to redeem us from 
, Ge curse = to our N 14 


| The x manner in which the birth of Christ 
took place, was not only an unparalleled dis- 
play of love to a guilty world, but also a strik- 


ing instance of humility. Instead of 3 


the heavens by the word of his power, and 
coming attended by a legion of angels, in 
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flaming chariots of fire; he came as the meek 
and lowly Jesus, —was born under the roof of 
obscurity,—was laid in a manger, because there 
was no room for him even at an inn. Thus 
did the Lord of Life and Glory come on his 
errand of love, under every outward: mark of 
poverty, and meanness, with scarcely-a place 
allowed him where to recline his infant head. 
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The Jews expected an earthly conqueror; but Y f | 
he came to accomplish a victory'over sin, and g | 
death, to destroy the power of the grave, and | | 
| to open the gates of everlasting bliss. Well | 
f might Isaiah thus propecy of him, — . For unte 1 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and | 
: the goyernment. shall be upon his shoulder: 4 
1 and his name shall bg called Wonderful, Coun- [ 
sellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father; 1 
the Prince of Peace! Amidst the numerous : 
: benefits. that we derive from. the birth, and in- i" 
carnation of Christ, we may include the com- 
M —_ of our Weg and the' OOH WY our | i 
| — #44 AF AH 
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— value to all that he undertook: ange es man. 
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he endured the weight of divine wrath in our 
stead ; obeyed the law to the utmost extent of 
Its demands ; left a perfect example of virtue 
for our "imitation ; and finished the glorious 
Work which he purposed in our behalf. Hap« 
pily for us, Christ took not on him the nature 
_ of "angels, but the seed of Abraham; that, 
being tempted, Kke as we are, yet without sin, 
Ke might be able to succour also them that are 
* tempted: He knows the infirmities to which 
we are liable, the difficultics we have to en- 
vounter .; and he takes compassion on the ig- 
norant, or them who are out of the way. We 
also derive the benefit of Christ's mediatorial 
office, from his incarnation and birth. The 
apostle says, There is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus. And if any man ein, we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
he righteous,” + He will plead the merit of 
his own obedience in behalf of believers, and 
present them faultless to the throne of God, 
Indeed the very office of a mediator implies, 
that our sins have placed us at an awful dis- 
tance from God, and therefore our incarnate 


: * LTi. 4. 3. 2 11. Jon x, i 1. 
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Lord is the only mean of reconciliation and for- 


giveness. He is perfectly qualified for this 
great, and arduous undertaking, from the union 


of the divine and human nature, as God and 
man, Thus, “such an high priest became us, 
who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 


offer up sacriſice, first for his own sins, and 
then for the peoples: for this he did once, when 


he offered up himself. Again. —the perfect 


holiness of Christ's human nature, is imputed 
| unto us by faith, as a part of his righteousness, 
and as an earnest of / our future meetness for the 


kingdom of glory. For in him dwelleth all 


the fulness of the godhead bodily : and ye are 
complete in him, which is the head of all 


r and power. . 


\ 


Thus having 4 che great henefita a we 


| diving from the birth and incarnation of our 
dblessed Lord, I proceed to consider next, what 
we are to understand by his name being called 
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That this name was applied with, singular 
propriety to our blessed Lord, will appear ob- 


vious when we reflect on the important errand 


which he visited this earth, to effectuate and 
accomplich. The name = Jesus, implies a 
. Saviour, or deliverer, and consequently it is 
peculiarly descriptive of one who has the power 
of rescuing us from any impending evil; and 
of bringing us into a state of security and hap- 
piness. Indeed it pre-supposes one, who has 
extraordinary might, and wisdom, power, and 
pre- eminence, majesty, and authority, to com- 
pleat a work of uncommon magnitude, and 
importance. One, on whom the fate of em- 
pires, and of men, stands suspended; and 

whose stupendous work must involve i in it the 
greatest concatenation of events, that ever the 

universe beheld Here the, mighty struggle 
| was to determine, nothing less than the destiny 
of the world We may paint to our view all 
. the legions of fallen spirits, doomed to live in 
the regions of woe, seeking the irretrievable 
ruin of guilty man. Stung with envy, and 
e by malice, they tempted our first 
ts to quit the peaceful abodęs of Paradise, 
chrough the baneful influence of murmpring 
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and discontent. Wishing to become as gods, 
and to be greater than infinite wisdom saw fit, 
they forfeited the bliss of Paradise, with their 
pristine rectitude, and innocence. They ceased 

to be happy, when they ceased to obey. 
Whilst the will of God was their supreme de- 


light, no intruding cares, no agonizing pains, 


no mortifying disappointments, embittered the 


cup of life. Their wants were few, their plea- 
sures boundless, their triumphs wisdom, and 


their joys divine. But when the fatal influence 


of sin levelled its envenomed shafts, and spread 


accumulated horrors through this lower sphere, 


2a dismal reverse ensued. Truth, integrity, 


and virtue, the bonds of mutual confidence, 
were at once dissolved; and jealousy, suspicion, 
or distrust, became the fiends of social inter- 
course, the bane of all rational, or permanent 
enjoyment. The mind of man, once the throne 
of innocence, the empire of wisdom, became 
the ING Seat of lust, . wy e 

Thus Abe in A ths baden bead of 
mankind, we ibecame the participants of a de- 
praved nature, liable to the curse of a broken 
law, and erposed to all the horrors of future 
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punishment. „As by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by sin, — and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. * 


RED In this condition, we universally stood in need 


of a Deliverer, to pay the debt which our 
transgressions had incurred, — to atone for our 
violation of the divine law, —and to give us 2 
title to the realms of glory.—In the fulness of 
time this endearing Character appeared © on 
earth,. —in the babiliments of a mortal form 
the beauty of holiness, - the perfection of inno- 
cence,—the Incarnate God. And that we may 
thoroughly understand the nature of his mission, 
we find after his birth, that Joseph called 
his name Jesus. Now what propriety could 
there have been in this name, if our Lord had 
only been a pattern of moral virtue? The idea 
of a Saviour implies previous danger, and shews 
that our condition as offenders against God, is 
awful, and alarming The reason given for 
this name is thus recorded by the evangelist 
St. Matthew,—** For he shall save his people 
from their sins; — not the nation of the Jews 
only, for they rejected his mission; but all, of 
— and degree, who come n n 
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by faith who, renouncing every other de- 
pendence, are willing to receive pardon, and 
forgiveness, as an act of free, unmerited mercy. 
Well may we rejoice this day, at the birth of 
Christ, since he hath opened to us guilty of- 
fenders a way of being finally happy, of 


escaping the wrath to come, and of dwelling 


for ever with the Lord. This is * the only 


name given under heaven, among men, where- 


by we can be saved. If we reject this offer 


of salvation through Christ alone, we must 


abide the tremendous issue. 
news ought further to remark, that Jesus 


came to save, or deliver his people from their 2 
sins; not only from the punishment due to 


them, but also from their prevalence, and do- 


minion. He came to pay a ransom to deliver 
us from the penalty of a broken law, and hath 


now promised us the aids of his Holy Spirit, 
to subdue our corrupt affections, to regulate 
our passions, and to purify unto himself a pe- 
culiar people zealous of good works. He came 


not to destroy, but to fulfil the law) not to 
relax the bonds of moral obligation,” but to 
strengthen, and increase them. A true faith in 
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Jesus, will inspire us with a love of virtue, 
with an uniform wish to glorify God, and with 


1 a strict regard to the precepts of morality. 


They who pervert, or abuse the doctrines of 
Christianity, evince to whom they belong; for 
no faith can be genuine, or sincere, unless it 
de accompanied by the fruits of holiness. 
Christ hath also given us an example of virtue 
which we ought to imitate, for if we know 
these things, happy are we if we do them; 
but not if we . them. 


I $hall now glen my alias by briefly 
cousidering the improvement we ought to make 
of the unparalleled event, which we this day 
nn commemorate. 


Y. Furt, chen, we chould seriously enquire, 
whether we who now rejoice at the birth of 
Christ, have ever relied on his atonement, im- 
plored his spirit, or studied his example, Per- 


8 ; haps a high opinion of our. own worthiness, or 


a spirit of scegticism and infidelity, have kept 
us from embracing this free salvation. If either 
of these principles have operated on our minds, 


let us. carnestly pray. for converting grace, 


„ 


c 


that we may see the error of our ways, before 


our doom be unalterably fixed. But if, on the 


other hand, we are the real followers of esus, 
let us manifest the superior excellence of our 
holy religion, in all godliness and honesty, in 


a course of well-doing, and in endeavouring 


to maintain a conscience void of offence toward . 
God, and toward man, Let us also improve. 


the event of our Lord's birth, in a manner be- 


coming Christians ; not by drunkenness, and 


intemperance ; not by a practice of which even 
heathens would be ashamed ;—but «by a ra- 
tional emanation of joy, a spirit of prayer and 
praise, and a god-like temper of charity, and 
compassion to the poor.— In commemorating 
this great festival of our church, let us look 


forward to the future coming of Christ; when 


he who was laid in a manger, will appear in 
all his glorious majesty, to judge the quick 


and dead. Let us then be prepared to meet 


him at his coming, that he may address each 


of us saying. —““ Well done thou good, and 
ner servant, enter en into d tar 11 N 
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ST. LUKE, XXII, PART OF VER. 34; 


9 | 
* * Then Said Jesus, — Futſier, forgive them ; for 
_ they know not what 2 . 


Tu E crucifixion, and death of Christ, is 
not only an unparalleled display of the love of 
God to man, but also an awful demonstration 
of the guilt and turpitude of our crimes. When 
our first parents had forfeited the bliss of Pa- 
radise, by their voluntary transgressions, and 
moral evil made its - tragic entrance into our 
world, the triumphs of innocence yielded to 
the increasing torrent of accumulated woes, 
The still retreats of virtue were disturbed by 
the tumults of envy, the dictates of pride, or 
the emanation of disgust. He, who once 
walked amidst the trees · of the garden, with 
conscious innocence, now fled from the pre- 
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sence of his Maker, under the painful recol- 
| lection of offence. All nature wore a different 
aspect; and he, who was formed to enjoy the 
most exquisite delights, became a misetable 
fugitive, doomed to the vicissitudes of a chang- 
ing scene, to the horrors of disease, and ulti- 
mately to death. So unalterable are the laws 
of justice, so inflexible are the claims of 
that the wilful deviation of our first parents 
from the moderate requirements of infinite - 
- wisdom, and goodness, could not escape uns 
go” Offerings were demanded from 
an acknowledgment of his guilt, 
exp iv reference to that grand expiatory 
ro en which was finally accomplished in 
the meridian day of the gospel. Here Christi- 
anity, as old as the creation, has only been the 
gradual developement of one glorious: schetmw 
of mercy; or, like the acorn, which contain 
the seminal parts of a stately tree, at length 
spreading itself into the dignity and majesty'af  . 
the oak, whose leaves shade us from the heat; 
CY e err r 101 20 ODIN 
Lo ator met do 
her the types ofithe Jeni levy yidldodts 
the great antitype, Christ Jesus, and the lan- 
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guage of prophecy was on the eve of its grand 


completion, in the fulness of time, our blessed 
Lord entered this vale of tears, and came into 
this lower world under the humble roof of po- 
verty and meanness. Though he had legions 
of angels at his command, and the very hea- 
vens were formed by the word of his power; 


yet, as he came on an errand of love, he trod) 


the path of humility; and was even at his 
birth, and incarnation, laid in a manger, be- 
cause there was no room for him in the inn. 
What a lesson of contentment and resignation 
is this, to aspiring mortals, who repine at their 


lot, who are disgusted by every little disap- 


pointment, when they reflect that the Re- 
deemer of mankind was enthroned in the me- 


nial limits of a stable, and placed in his infant 


state as a companion with the brutes When 


he entered on his career of mercy, no efforts 


of malice, no local prejudices could impede 
his godlike pursuit of « doing good. Perfect 
innocence, unoffending virtue, and unerring 
vwisdom, were the uniform and invariable traits 


of his whole deportment. His retinue was the 
diseased, the blind, the lame, the wretched, 
and the unfortunate victims of human woe. 
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No intreaties passed unheard ; and even those 


who so eagerly wished to destroy him, 


were the sharers of his bounty. Instead of 


fanning the flame of discord, he chearfully 
submitted to all lawful authority, thereby 


giving us an example, that we should walk in 
his steps. His life was a perfect pattern of be- 


were holy, jugt, and good and his doctrines. 


were plain, pure, artless, simplified, and ex- 


cellent. They inculcated uniyersal obedience, 


© 7and the absolute need of a change of heart; of 


spiritual affebtions, and holy inclinations, to 
prepare us for the happiness of the heavenly 


world. They were striet, because they were 


Sincere ; they were contrary to the maxims of 


a trifling world, because they came from hea- 
ven. His golden precept of doing unto others 


_ neficence, and every moral virtue; his precepts; . 


+ 
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what we would they should do unto us, will 


form an eternal rule of moral obligation. To 


move the stubborn prejudice of unbelief, and 


establish the empire of virtue in the heart of 
man, he made the very elements 


en 

his will. The stormy winds were ee 6 

command, and even the raging seas obeyed his 
dice Even the dead quitted the drearꝝ tomb 
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at his unerrin g mandate, and rose to confirm 
the truth of his mission. But after this une- 
qualled triumph of beneficence, the very man 
who sat at his table, who heard his heavenly | 
precepts, and who beheld his spotless inno- 
cence, betrayed him into the hands of his 
enemies. Why, then, are we so mortified at 
the deceitfulness of human friendships, when 
we reflect that a Judas was even one of the 
twelve?—This lamb, without spot, or blemish, 
was dragged before Pilate, falsely accused, buf- 
feted; mocked, and crowned—with a crown 
of thorns. At length, the holy, and imma- 
culate Jesus, was condemned to die !—He, 
who went about constantly doing good, was 
no crucified between two thieves, as a com- 
mon malefactor. His precious body was torn 

by the wounding nail! And those arms, which 
were constantly extended for the relief of 
others, were now tortured on the accursed 
tree !—Yet, in the midst of these base re- 
quitals of ungrateful man, behold, the blessed 
Jesus said,.“ Father, forgive them, for _ 
3 not what e OY. 7 
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Ist, To corder the nature of the n 
in the text. | 


24. To attend to the plea here adopted. 


ad. To conclude with some practical in- 


mes from the whole. 


| The mild, and benevolent. wokinh! of the Y 


Christian religion, is most strikingly displayed 


in the patience, and compassion which is here 
exemplified in its divine Founder. Though 
his life had been one undeviating course of be- 


neficence, and though he was doomed to the 
painful, and ignominious death of the, cross, 


by men whose redemption he came to secure: 
yet we find him praying for them, even wrhilst 
he hung suspended on the accursed tree 
Even, whilst they were nailing his precious 
body to the cross, it is understood, that our 
Lord uttered this affecting prayer, . Father; 
forgive them! The sin they were guilty of, 
might have justly incurred the denunciation of 
woe, because they were actually crucifying ; 


one, who was perfectly innocent, holy, harm 


e and undefiled. But instead of hurling 
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vengeance on these unibelieving Jews, he made 
them the peculiar objects of his prayer. He 
interceded for transgressors, according to the 
prophecy of Isaiah, who says, “ He bare the 
sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. In these words of Christ upon 
the cross, we Aave a clear display of his medi- 
atorial office, and of the true intent and mean- 
ing of his death. Father, forgive them!“ 
not only these, nnn and 
believe the _ | | 


-- Thus the ds and 1 end pro- 
posted by the death of Christ, was to procure 
for us the forgiveness of sin. Though he hath 
left us an example of virtue, which we are 
bound to imitate to the utmost of our power; 
yet the great end of his crucifixion and death, 
was not merely confined to this. The apostle 
informs us,“ This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all | acceptation, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners. . And 
our Lord assures us, that he came to scek 


ED and to save them that were lost. This was the 


great, and glorious errand, on which he cane 
= Bae A lui. WE > "+ 1. Tin. 1. 15. 
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into this vale of tears, that by his active, and 
passive obedience, he might fulfil the claims 
of a holy law, and bring in an everlasting 
righteousness. From the compleat atonement 


which Christ hath finished on the cross, we 
deriye a title to glory, a ground of hope, and 
a sure way of access to the realms of joy. Sin, 


the grand parent of human woe, the barrier 


that divides us from our almighty friend, the 


cause of all our anxious cares, and Horrodling 


griefs, js here forgiven through a Redeemers 
blood. Hence the apostle saith, when speak- 
ing of Christ,. Be it known unto vou, 

therefore, men and brethren, that through this 
man is preached unto you the forgiveness of - 
sins: and by him all that believe are justified 


from all things, from which ye could not be jus- 


tified by the law of Moses. And in another 
place, St. Paul in his epistle to the Colossians 
SAy8,—** In whom we have redemption through 


his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: — and 
to shew the eternal godhead of Christ, he adds, 


— For by him were all things created, that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible, 
and rate whether they be rde or 
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162 SERMON VI. 
dominions, or principalities, or powers, all thin 84 
were created by him, and for him.“ Thus 
the Christian religion stands unrivalled amidst 
all the efforts of infidelity, not only for the 
purity of its precepts, but also for the sublime 
wt uence of its doctrines. 


The boasted lights vf unassisted reason have 
never yet been able to remove the horrors of a 
guilty conscience, or to mitigate the pungent 
miseries of remorse. But the doctrine of a eru- 
cified Redeemer, though it be to the Jew a 
| stumbling block, or to the Greek foolishness, 
yet to those who know the blessings of forgive- 
ness, it is the power of God, and the wisdom 
of God. It is, in fact, the ground of their 
support even in à dying hour! We may fur- 
ther remark, that Christ not only died to se- 
cure the forgive ness of our tins, but he now 
liveth to intercede in behalf of those who re- 
pent, and believe in the virtue, and efficacy of 
His atonement. Even now, we may behold 
him, with the eye of faith, pleading in our 
behalf.“ Father, forgive them! If Christ 
e up the petition in my text, even for his 
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persecutors, and murderers, surely he will in 
no wise cast out any who come unto him by 
faith. The blood of Christ cleunseth from all 
sin; and therefore none need despair of mercy, 
who seek it in the way of God's appointment. 
I proceed now to attend to the plea here 
adopted in my text.— Speaking of the Jews, 
who crucified him, our Lord says,—f© they 
know not what they do,” — St. Paul, in writing 
to the Corinthians, says he speaks of the wis- 
dom of God in a mystery, „which none of 
the princes of this world knew, for had they 
known it, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of Glory.“ When the great apostle of 
the gentiles, previous to his conversion, per- 
secuted the followers of Christ, he says,.“ 1 
obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly, 
and in unbelief,” Where there is a want of 
the means of knowledge, or a defect in the ca- 
pacity to receive instruction, many tender al- 
lowances may be justly urged in behalf of 
those who err. But where we sin against light, 
and knowledge, against the clearest conviction 
of conscience, it is an aggravation of our crime, 


91. Cox. il. 8. 
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and chews that we are hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. We are told, that our 
Lord's petition in behalf of his persecutors was 
answered soon after; for many of those, who 
were accessary to his death, were converted by 
the preaching of St. Peter. In the plea which' 
our Lard adopts in the words of my text, it is 
evident that he distinguishes between those 
who fall into error. through ignorance, and 
those who deliberately pervert the minds of 
others. The infidel, who studiously under- 
mines the foundations of religion, and who 
thereby crucifies Christ afresh, is acting under 
a principle that is hateful to God, and ruinous 

to man, By misleading the ignorant, and se- 
ducing the unwary, he is heaping up to himself 

% wrath against the day of wrath, and revela- 
tion of the righteous judgment of God; wh 
will render to my man according te his 
deeds.”'* | 


* Thus being that the poincipal and 
| of our Lord's crucifixion, is to procure the 
ene, nee 
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God as our great surety; I shall conclude with 
some RY inferences from wag We 


Fist, we may V infer from the nature of chit 
atonement, which is requisite wy expiate the 


guilt of our crimes, that all sin is hateful to 


God, and must be punished either in the person 
of the surety, or in that of the offender. Little 


as men are inclined to think of their conduct, 
in a vortex of gaiety, or in a round of amuse- 
ment, there will be no eluding the eye of om 


niscience, in the great day of future retribution. 


Thus, although we are redeemed by the blood 


of Christ, and must build all our hopes of hap- 
piness on this sure foundation; yet we are 


bound, as those who are bought with a price, 


to live in all godliness, and honesty, and in an 


uniform course of piety, and virtue. Our 
faith must be evidenced by our works; for it 


is not those who merely cry Lord, Lord, that 


shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, 


but those who endeavour to do the will of God, 
who is in heaven. Again, from the manner 


in which Christ prayed for those who crucified 
him, we have a brilliant pattern of forgiveness, 
| pity, and nn. even towards chose h 
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have openly, or secretly injured us: who, 
perhaps, not knowing what they do, are 
wounding our reputation, and destroying our 
comforts, under the fatal infatuation of mis- 
taken prejudices. Let us then imitate the ex- 
ample of our dying Lord, who, whilst he was 
suspended between two thieves, prayed for his 
very murderers, . Father, forgive them! 


We may further infer from our Lord's peti- 
tion, that unless our sins are forgiven, we can 
have no happiness, no security, and no escape 
from the wrath to come How can we then 
rest cintented in a careless indifference about 
that which must involve in it our eternal des- 
tiny? Surely we can have no real peace of 


mind, even amidst the busy scenes of life, until 


this great point be fully, and clearly ascertain- 
ed. = OO faith in Christ, and repentance 
towards God, we must enjoy this inestimable 

blessing, which will prepare us to endure the 
. $everest troubles, and brighten the most awful 
hour of death !—We may also draw this 
pleasing | inference from the crucifixion of 

Christ, that no man need despair of mercy, 
.. who seeks it through faith in the _—— 
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blood ; « for when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for _ un- 
godly.” * | ; 


Let us, ivy who have been this 22 com- 


memorating the bleeding agonies of our ex- 
piring Lord, remember, that it was our sins 
against God that occasioned him to ery out. 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me Let us look on him, whom our offences 


have pierced, and mourn. Let us bewail, with 
unaffected grief, the guilt and depravity of our 


nature, the hardness of our hearts, and the ir- 
regularity of our lives. Instead of returning to 
our former evil courses, and thereby tearing 
open his bleeding wounds, let us be melted . 
into deep contrition for our past offences; and 
-implore the aids of the Holy Spirit, to direct 
our thoughts, regulate our affections, increase 


our faith, and prepare us for the boliness of 


heaven. Let us further recollect, that he who 
died on the cross, will come again to judge 
the world, and to take vengeance on them who 
obey not his gospel. If we venture to reject 


r duly — for our spiritual diseases, if 


.* Rom, v. 6. 
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we refuse the offers of mercy through Christ, 
no other way of escape will be open for us. 
Let me intreat you then to reflect on the true 
state of your minds, ever remembering, that 
they who name the name of Christ, in a sincere 
profession of his doctrines, must depart from 

iniquity. As a proof of our integrity, let us 
renounce every practice that is contrary to our 
holy religion, and be aspiring after a growth in 
grace, for we are positively assured. . They 
that are Christ's, have crucified the flesh, with 
the affections and lusts.. If then we have 
powerful motives to the practice of every virtue, 
from a reviewal of the divine goodness, in the 


temporal mercies we enjoy; we must assuredly 


be influenced by the irresistible impulse of gra- 
titude to glorify God, when we reflect on the 
benefits of redemption which are freely con- 
ferred on us, through the crucifixion and' death 
of Christ !—Here the divine philanthropy ap- 
pears in the most brilliant colours. Let us 
then be emulous to adorn our profession of the 
gospel, by the fruits of a holy life, - by a strict 
and conscientious regard to the duties of our 

-various WI TIE the sublime _ unri⸗ 


® Gar, v. 24. 
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valled precepts of morality, which are. incul- 


cated in the religion of Jesus, may be the ge- 


ine effusions of _ gratitude, and love.— 


Vet us then reasonably infer from the atone= 
ment, and death of Christ, that the force of 


moral obligations is uniformly increased ; that 
the costly ransom which it required to ex- 


piate our offences, exhibits the guilt, and de- 
formity of vice, in the most impressive view; 


and that it should lead us to reverence the dic- 
tates of truth and virtue, in our daily inter- 
course with the world, by avoiding even the 


appearance of evil! 


Surely then we cannot too highly estimate 


those doctrines, which open to us the avenue 
to future glory; which reveal a way of KR. 


taining the pardon of our offences, without 


lessening the claims of virtue; which give 
energy to our noblest actions; fervour, and 


confidence to our hopes; and which regulate 


our whole demeanour, by a zeal that is ac- 
_ cording to knowledge. © Let us, then, lay 


aside every weight, and the sin which doth s0 


easily beset us; and let us run with patience + 
the race that is set before us, looking unto 
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Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 


HB. Xi. 1, 2. 
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GALATIANS IV. PART OF VER. 18. 


« But it is good to be zealously affected aloe in 
a good thing.“ 


TI E passions, which are the elements of 
the soul, are not extinguished, but regulated 


by religion. They are like the chief spring in 
a piece of mechanism, which is requisite to 
put every work in motion, and which contri- 


butes to the benefit of the whole. To divest 


men of passions, would be to reduce them to 
the apathy of a Stoic, and to check even the 


powers of intellect in the warmest effusions of 
gratitude, and praise. We mount on the wings _ 
of love to the adoration of God, to the con- 


templation of heaven, and to the bliss of sera- 
phic spirits. We rise above the groveling 


pursuits of this theatre of woe, and mix for a 
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moment in the extasy of joy, with the purer 
intelligences of the celestial world. Why 
should the ardour of love, the caution of fear, 
or the consolations of hope, be wholly devoted 


to the > po; of this lower sphere? Are 
there no puretiits more worthy our supreme re- 
gard?—When we reflect on the goodness of 
God, and our own unworthiness ; when. our 
numerous transgressions are placed in array 
before us, and the loye of God shines resplen- 
dent to the view, through the redemption that 
is in Christ; it may justly kindle the fervour 
of devotion, and inspire us with unabating joy. 
Our prayers will be only the lifeless repetition 
of words, if our passions be not consecrated to 
God. Through the depravity of our nature, 
the passions have been the agents of vice, and 
the vassals of corruption; but under the auspices 
of religion, they are employed i in the cause of 
virtue, and animate us in the constant practice 
of all holy obedience. - In the chapter from 
which my text is taken, St. Paul had been 
writing to the Galatians, to convince them of 
their sin, and folly; in departing, from the 
truth of the gospel ; and after cautioning them 


against being seduced by the pretended geal of 
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chose who had not the most upright intentions; 
hs adds, in the words of my text,. But it is 
good to be zealously affected ous ina ya 
. thing. ” 


For dur further edification and mes, 
I shall endeavour, with divine assistance, to 
— * | 


\ 


16. The various kinds, and degree of vl 
. 0 The proper objects of it 


34. The motives, and arguments which are 
ne calculated to e 3 


In a aphere 50 full of relative duties as the 
present, where we ate exposed to unexpected. 
incidents, to perpetual changes, to contending 

interests, and to local prejudices; we cannot 
zecurely relapse into listless insensibility, or 
cold indifference. Man seems evidently formed 
for the active duties of life, and therefore pas- 
tions were implanted in his breast, Which, 
ON under the controul of reason, and religion, may - 
_ give energy to his virtues, feryour to his hopes, 
8 \ x | I . , | 
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aud ardour to his brilliant graces of charity,and- 
love. Were it possible that we could live to 
answer no other end than our personal interest, 


i nn em n 


or advancement, no generous impulse might 


be wanting: but, happily for us, the god-like 


employment of doing good, is the noblest 
triumph of virtue. This calls forth our pas- 
sions of tenderness, and sympathy, in a thou- 
sand shapes; and fans the spark of philanthropy 


Within, which irradiates, and illumines every 


station that we fill. Here then it is good to 
be zealously affected always in a good thing. 
He who pleads for the widow, or the orphan, 
who treads the gloomy abodes of woe in this 
vale of tears, should be fired with zeal in a 
cause which it is his supreme felicity to sup- 


port. But as zeal is too often misplaced, and 


under the sole guidance of ignorance and en- 
thusiasm, it will be useful to enquire into its 
various kinds, and degrees, that we may de- 


termine when i it is the agent of wisdom, or the 


. ATE» ent yy 


* * 
+Firgt, in alien; there is a ts 
not according to knowledge. This was mani- 


fest in the Jews of old, who were anxious to 


A 
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comply with every outward requirement of the 


law, - whilst they neglected its weightier duties, 
justice, judgment, and charity. Nor is it less 


manifest i in numbers amongst us, who confine 
all their notions. of religion to particular forms, 
and who establish them as a qustifying righte- 


ousness before God, instead of the righteous- 


ness of Christ. These are the * blind guides, 


which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel.“ 


These outwardly appear righteous unto men, 


but within are full of hypocrisy, and iniquity. * 


This mistaken zeal hath arisen from entertain» 
ing too low notions of the holiness of God, and 


too high an opinion of our own. We are 


hereby led to appreciate our defective virtues 
far beyond their intrinsic excellenee, and to 
call the bare performance of duty, a meritorious 
claim to future reward. We forget that God 


will not justify any one without a perfect 
righteousness, and therefore he hath provided 


a full, and ample atonement for sin, through 


the redemption that is in Christ. This blind 
zeal arises not only from a mistaken view of the 
moral law, its nature, and extent; forgetting that 
it requires 6 strict, and unsinning obedience in 


+ a © st. Marr. Wil. 24, 28. 
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thought, word, and deed ; but it is also owing 
to a total ignorance of our own character. 


When the spirit of God has once convinced us 
of sin, and has shewn us what we really are, 
we shall be anxious to be found in Christ alone, 


a8 the Lord our righteousness. There is also 


a mistaken zeal, when we prostitute the vene- 
table name of religion, o to advance only our in- 
terests, or opinions; and when we persecute 
those who differ from us either in a mode of 
worship, or in doctrinal theories. Thus the 
seribes and pharisees persecuted even the meek 


and lowly Jesus, though he came on an errand 
of love. This mistaken zeal further displays 


itself, when we pursue things as tending to 


promote the glory of God, which are caleu- 
lated to produce effects diametrically opposite. 
This was evinced in the zeal of the idolatrous 


"Gentiles; and also in that of the Papists, for 


the worship of images, relics, and the like. 
Superstition and enthusiasm have unitedly de- 


Faced the artless simplicity of truth. For what 

- can be @ more mistaken zeal, than to make re- 
_ ligioh consist in a down-cast look, in the gloom 
of dulness, or in a habit of prescribed dimen- 


cons? True piety is :extoe in the heart; and 
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whilst it mourns inwardly for the guilt of sin, 
it looks with an eye of faith to a crucified Re- 
deemer, . who hath made a full and ample-, 
atonement for sin, and who hath brought in an 
| everlasting righteousness. A mistaken zeal leads 
men to take improper ways and methods for ad- 
vancing the interestsof religion; as was manifest 
even in the followers of Christ, who were rebuked 
by our blessed Lord for wishing fire to come down 
from heaven, to destroy those who obstinately 
refused the glorious invitations of the gospel; 
And indeed it is evident from ecclesiastical, no 
less than profane history, that numbers have 
unhappily mistaken the true spirit and genius 
of our holy religion, which is mild, gentle, 1 
and persuasive; which addresses itself to the | 
reason, and understanding of men; using no 
other mode of enforcing its precepts, but the . 
authority of seripture, the evidence of facts, | 
the demonstrations of truth, and the positive 
command of God. If men are determined to 
resist the influence of a pure religion, and obey 
not the gospel, let us pray for them, but not 
persecute them, — For it is written, ven- 
geance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord; 
e x thine enemy hunger, feed him; 
| I 3 | 
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if he thirst, give W nk for in 80 doing 
thou halt heap coals of fire on his head. Be 
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 


f ge od. lf * ö | * 


| Indeed, though the prominent feature of the 


present day is rather a want of zeal for religion, 


than any intemperate effusions to promote its 
important interests; yet it is highly probable 


that many have betrayed a mistaken zeal, who 


associate their own eccentricities, vulgarities, 
and even follies, with the pure, the rational, 
and the sublime truths of the gospel. There 
may be also an hypocritical zeal, as when men 


only court popularity to advance their personal 


interest; or as in Jehu, when he said,. come 
with me, and see my zeal for the Lord, + when 
he paid no regard to the commands of God, 


and did this only to- be seen of men]; for he 


did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam. 


This kind of zeal was also manifest in the 


seribes and pharisees, who brought the woman 
taken in adultery to Christ, under a pretence 


of great regard to the law: and also in Judas, 


who affected a love for the poor, when be | 


2 * Row, xi 19, 20, 21, | Kees 16. 
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meant only to gratify his own covetousness. 
The pharisees also made a great outward ap- 


pearance of religion, by their long prayers, and 


making broad their phylacteries ; whilst ounn 
Lord told them, they were secretly devouring 


widows houses, and guilty of every act of 


cruelty. and oppression. There is also a con- 


tentious zeal about matters of small moment, 
wWhilst errors of greater magnitude remain un- 


noticed. But whilst a true zeal is a noble sti- 
mulus to virtue, it Springs from a fervent, and 
undissembled love to God; an ardent wish to 
promote his glory; and as it is the fruit of 
knowledge, and the emanation of faith, it is 
regulated by wisdom, actuated by integrity, 
and productive of good. The zeal which 
flows from a saving knowledge of Christ, un- 
feigned faith, and real love, will stimulate us 


to the practice of every duty, animate us under 


every discouragement, and induce us to perse- 
vere unto the end. It stands justly opposed to 
that neutral spirit in religion, which is indif- 


ferent to all doctrines, and sincere in none 


where truth, or error, pass equally unheeded; 


and where men act as though no revelation 
had been given; and as though right, or — 


14 
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follow him.“ A lukewarm, or careless spirit 
in religion, is not only criminal, but dangerous; 
for whilst we are delaying the enquiry, under 
_ the delusions of carnal security, our destiny 
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had no material distinction. To this culpable, 
this despicable indifference, we owe the igno- 
france of many as to the very doctrines they 

ostensibly profes, and the easy intrusion of 


_ 8eductive errors, and corrupt opinions. This 
fatal neutrality in religion, has arisen partly 
from the prevalence of scepticim, and the 


common defects of early education, Elijah 
wisely condemned this halting between two 
opinions in the Jews gf old, $aying,—* If the 
Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then 


may be fixed, our state determined, and we 
inclosed within the dreary tomb, from which 
we can none of us return, either to repent of = 


de be eee E 


| Thus having 3 as various | kindeapd; 
degrees of zeal, I shall next briefly consider 


the proper objects of it.— First, then, God 
hath an unrivalled claim to the warmest effu- 


e ee nee eee 
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| ought to dedicate our hearts to God. Unless 
this be the altar of gratitude, on which we 
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and all its yanities, engross our affections, ] 


offer our sublimest virtues, they cannot be ac - 
ceptable to him, who. regardeth not the out- 


ward appearance, but who looketh on the 


heart. External forms may amuse, or deceive 


our fellow-creatures, but God knoweth the 
inmost recesses of the mind. With him, in- 


tegrity, and not professions only, will be ulti- 

mately availing. Our faith must work by 
love. — and our obedience be the willing tribute 
of a grateful mind. Love, is the fulfilling of 
the law, and the basis of all religion. The 
worship of God, and the truths of revelation, 


are also proper objects of our unabating zeal. 


The Three that bear record in heaven, the 


Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost, and 
which © three are one, in the unity of the 
divine essence, will be the proper object of our 
religious worship, to which our zeal will be 


unifurmly directed. The authenticity also of 
the holy scriptures will employ our zeal, in 


opposition to the prevailing scepticism and in- 


fidelity of the age: for if we lose our compass 


| through the mighty ocean of life, we are in 


J 
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danger of king shipwreck of faith, and a 
good conscience. The holy Scriptures are the 


only rule of our faith, and practice; the map to 


conduct us in our journey to the heavenly Ca- 
naan; and the fountain of comfort, e 


and delight. To what object, therefore, can 


our zeal be more properly directed, than . to 1 
" reverence the word of God, which is alone 


able 4 to ne us wise unto ee 


A; Tis 5 9 


The wood of, Chest! is e to-kindle-i in 


our breasts an unabating zeal, when we reflect 
that it contains the glad tidings of pardon and 


peace to a ruined world, through the blood of 
the Cross. Shall we be elated at the triumphs 


of an hour, and feel no extasy of joy at the 
glories of redemption? This gospel is the he- 


rald of mercy, the avenue to bliss, and the 


| very portal of heaven! The free grace of God 


in Christ, will be the theme of eternal ages; 
and shall we sit indifferent when we hear of it, 


or even be too dull to prize its unequalled 
blessings ? Shall we prefer the baubles of this 


perishing world, to Jesus, the pearl of great 


price? Rather let us be fired with i increasing 
| wo to discover cur: perxonal i interest in Christ. 


3 6 — . 
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and to know, on tlie authority of 'God's word, 
that he who died for sinners, died also for us. 
Here will be -ample, and proper space-for, our 
zeal to display itself; for who can do too much 
in giving all diligence, to make 1 Ri _ | 
election sure? | REL 


As our zeal should be employed in favour of 


every thing that is good, so it should likewise 


be directed against those things which are ob- 
viously evil. Here neutrality would be a. tacit 
encouragement of vice. Thus our zeal must 


appear against all false, or idalatrous worship, | 
. 2 errors in doctrine, and immoralities in prac- 


. If we pay no regard to the progress of 


error, we undervalue the blessings of ruth, - 
and render even our belief doubtful, and sus- 


picious. Had there been no importance in 
holding fast our profession of religion, why did 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs risk every tem- 
poral advancement, and finally seal their avowal 
of truth with their blood? Lastly, true be- 


lievers in Christ should be zealous to maintain 
6 good works, .to adorn their profession with the 
| uniform practice of every virtue, that even the 
adversaries of truth may be constrained to own 


| 


ws should not only stimulate us to be as useful 


8 
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the happy W of our holy religion. This 
laudable zeal will be productive of the most 
extensive benefit; and it will be our emulation 
not merely to rest contented with doing no 
harm, but we shall be ambitious to follow the 
pattern of our divine Redeemer, who constantly 
* went about gong good.” | 


1 shall now . my discourse by briefly con- 
eidering the motives, and arguments, which 
are principally calculated to promote our zeal. 
The first reason I shall urge is, that life is 
short, and we have no time to lose. This 


as we can in our respective stations, but 
also to remember that the Judge is at the door, 
and our fate may be speedily determined. 
Again, — religion requires all the zeal we can 
practise, for we have many enemies to contend 
with ;—a deceitful heart, numerous tempta- 
tions, — and a sinful world. Christ bids us 
s $trive” to enter in at the strait gate of hea- 
ven; and there can be no striving without zeal. 
The prize of future glory must not be coldly 
enquired after, but we must . press forward 
with earnestness.” The scriptures tell us, we 


SERMON VI. 15 


must run in order to obtain. The Christian 
life is compared to a race, to a warfare, - and 
neither of these can succeed without zeal. 
F. urther,—the bliss of heaven will amply repay 

all the pains, or zeal, that we can employ 
about it on earth. And if we reverse the scene, 
hall we have no zeal to avoid the torments | 


of hell; to escape the lake which burneth with. . 


fire; where there is weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth? Do we take no alarm at 
.the thought of being lost for ever? Think, 
how anxious we are to obtain earthly riches; 
and what are these, to the fayour of God, and 
the salvation of the soul? Our blessed Lord 
was a pattern of zeal. What did he encounter 
to spread the glorious news of a preached gos- © 
pel? He dwelt in the lonely wilderness forty 
days and forty nights without food ; he waded 


through the sea; and had not even a place 


where to lay his head. Christ's zeal also against 
all vice, and immorality, was manifest in re- 


Proof, even at the risk of his life. We may 50 


also remark, that a lukewarm temper is not 
consistent with true religion. For what can 
be the nature of our faith, or the degree of our 
repentance, if there be no zeal, no fervour in 
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either? Indeed the scriptures inform us, that 
to be neither cold, or hot, is condemned. as 
having no religion at all. As zeal proceeds 
from love to God, we render it at least very 
doubtful, where we are careless and indifferent. 
The pharisees took great pains, compassing 
4 sea and land, to make one proselyte, - what 
then ought to be our zeal in the cause of truth? 
To kindle this holy ſervour, let us often reflect 
on the love of God in providing a way for our 
escape from punishment, through the death of 
Christ: let us seriously think on those bitter 
agonies which our Lord endured for our sakes: 
and on the blessings of the gospel, the excel- 

lence of religion, and the abi of aue 
R Thus having shewn the various kinds and 
degrees of zeal; the proper objects of it; and 
the motives, or arguments calculated to pro- 
mote it; I would now urge you to implore the 
aids of the divine Spirit, to rouse you from the 
lethargy of sin, and to animate you with in- 
ereasing ardour in the ways of God. Let us 
think what is before us, —an eternity of happi- 
ness, or of misery Heaven now offers ad- 
mission through the mediation of Christ let 


. 


SER M ON VIII. 127 


us not, through sloth or unbelief, plunge our- 
selves into the depths of hell! Let us wing our 
way towards those blest abodes, where purity 
and perfection reign : where the redeemed are 
joining in one ascription of prais praise, with 2 zeal 
that shall never be quenched, saying, —< with 
a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb tit was 
slain, to receive power, and riches, and wis- 
dom, and Ane and honour, and glory, 
and W | \ 


#8. 


„Rev, v. 22. 
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| bs it, that the affectation of superior wisdom 
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Kr. MATTHEW, XIII. VER. 58. 


* And he did not many mighty works there, be- 


cause of their unbeligf.”. 


Te remoter ages of antiquity were enveloped 


in the gloom of superstition, a spirit totally 
opposite in its nature, and effects, hath dis- 


tinguished the more advanced ages of the world. 
Instead of reverencing those precepts which 
have all the marks of divine authority, we find 
many contending for theories which have no 


foundation in reason, fact, or experience. Is 


it that our genius becomes so expanded by the 
progress of time, that it wings its way beyond 
| the boundaries usually allotted it? Or is it, 
that we are influenced by tempers, and habits 


less teachable, patient, and persevering ? Or 


. 


- 
— 


| Induces us to despise the triumphs of faith ; the 


consolations of religion, or the hope of future 


glory? Perhaps a reply to these questions may 
be readily found in the language of holy writ, 


— * Men loved darkness, rather than light, 


because their deeds were evil.” *ﬀ—Our errors 
may be often accounted for in our practice. 
The man who wishes to have no restraint on 
his sinful appetites, will of course be averse to 


those truths, which have an immediate ten- 
dency to regulate and subdue them. Thus, 


| when the Jews were looking for a temporal 


deliverer, instead of him, who would not break 


the bruised reed, or quench the smoking flax, 
they rejected*the mild, and peaceful errand of 
the meek, and lowly jesus. The humbling 
doctrines of his pure, and holy religion, did 
not suit either their pride, or their prejudices 3 
and consequently they rejected his mission. 
Hence they upbraided our Lord with the mean- 
ness, and poverty of his ostensible parents, and 


therefore we read in the words of my text. 


He did not many mighty works there, e 
of their unbelief.” These words uggestt to us, 
Sj 0 8 J . 19. | 
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Ist. The principal cause Gd the doctrines 
of Christ are rejected by men. , 


24. The influence, and effects of unbelicf, 


3d. The importance of having that faith, 

which amends, and improves our practice. 
Whoever- hath studied human nature will 
uniformly acknowledge, the constant propen- 
sity of man to run into extremes. If, in the 
unlettered ages of the world, men defaced the 
simplicity of religion by the most ignorant, 
and foolish superstitions ; it is an extreme 
equally irrational for us to withhold our assent 
to truths, which are placed before us with every 
weight of evidence, and every demonstration 
of fact. A revelation which treats of spiritual, 
and supernatural truths, must discover to us 
many things which cannot be known through 
the ordinary mediums of knowledge. Indeed 
the very objects which address our senses, the 

air we breathe, the plants we sce, and the very ; 
earth on which we tread, exhibit to us pro- 
perties through the gradations of time, which 
were once occult, latent, and unknown, We 
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are convinced many things in nature are true, 
without being able fully to ascertain how, or 

why they are so justly entitled to our belief. 
Of many things we judge bx the effects pro- 
duced, when all the various concurrent inci- 
dents which have caused them, are not within 
the limit of human wisdom. Here then the 
philosopher is called upon to exercise a faith, 
in no degree unworthy of his acutest penetra- 
tion. The boundary to his restless curiosity is 
fixed; and he does not attempt to deny the 

nt because he 1 understands a _ 

4 

To require that kind of proof of -historical 
facts, or of moral propositions, that we demand 
in a process of experimental philosophy; would 
be no less irrational, than to deny the truth of 
what we see, because we could not account for 
the manner in which it is brought to our view! 
Thus the doctrines of Christ, being of a spi- 
ritual nature, relate to the attributes of the 
Deity; to the purity, and perfection of his 
laws ; to the way in which he will pardon our 
numerous offences; and to the duties which 
are incumbent on us as reasonable, and ac- 
countable creatures. These important truths, 
| K 2 
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which are so excellent in their nature, so vast 
in their effects, sq necessary to our real happi- 
ness, are rejected by men, because they hum- 
ble their pride, and expose their vices. Hence 
the pharisees, who had: all the outward ap- 
pearance of religion, were very averse to the 
doctrines of Christ. They could not bear the 
voice of reproof, or those direct charges which 
tended to lessen them in the estimation of the 
people. He who requireth the tribute of a 


willing mind, the oblations of a meek and | 


contrite spirit, said, Woe unto you, scribes 
and pharisees, hypocrites; for ye make clean 
the outside of the cup, and of the platter, but 
within they are full of extortion, and excess. 
Thou blind pharisee, cleanse first that which 
is within the cup and platter, that the outside 

of them may be clean also. This plain re- 
proof humbled the pride of the pharisees ;, and 
1 they were pre judiced against a doc- 
trine, which exposed the fallacy of their pre- 
8 e So blinded are we by flattery, and 
$0 unwilling to confess our errors, that it is no 
wonder the doctrines of Christianity have in all 
ages been opposed by men, who are naturally 


Sr. Marr. xxiit. 25. 26. 
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not come to call the righteous, bullgi 


serable condition by nature, and pete be- 


ᷓ ! ði“j ⁵ » er Fa bas 


indeed by nature, tied and bound in the 


loses n our bondage, mee to 
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inflated with an idea of their own' piety, and 
excellence. Mere formalists in religion have 
in every age of time been strict to maintain the 
pc e display of holiness, however the tem- 
per, and dispositions of the heart, have been 
utterly unnoticed, and neglected-- The man 
who expects to merit heaven by his own obe- 
dience, is inimical to a doctrine which leads 
us to renounce every confidence in our own 
goodness, and to rely wholly for pardon, and 
justification, on the full, finished, and perfect 
righteousness of Christ. Hence we find our 
Lord said of old, —** They that be whole, need 
not a physician, but they that are sick. I am 
ners to 
d mi- 


repentance. We must see our 


fore we shall come to Christ for the pardon of 
our offences. So perverse is our fallen nature, 
that we do not value the mercies which are 
freely offered us in the gospel, until we feel 
our misery, and our need of relief. We are 


chain of our sins, until the Spirit of God 


„ ST, Marr. ix. 12, 1 
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 Christ by a living faith. Thus the pride of 
the carnal mind, which is enmity with God, 
furnishes us with ample reason why men reject. 
the doctrines of the pet. e 


Ads the progress of infidelity x may be r- 
n accounted for, because the religion of 
Jesus is too strict in its nature for the careless, 
the dissipated, or profane. Men who are 
wholly immersed in the gaieties, or pleasures 
of the world, feel no inclination to take up 
their cross, and follow Christ. They are 
ashamed of the reproach or ridicule of their 
worldly companions; and would rather join 
even a multitude to do evil, than appear sin- 
gular, or different from the rest of mankind. 
As they do not choose to be controuled in their 
criminal pursuits, they prefer the doctrine 
which allows them in the indulgence of un- 
lawful pleasures, to the precepts which forbid 
even the earliest propensity to evil. Hence we 
see men, who cease to yield the obedience 
of faith, bound by no ties of either duty, or 
interest, and going with rapid strides from one 
degree of profligacy to another. 80 closely is 
pur practice connected with our opinions, that 
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when we cease to fear the God who made us, 
we cannot be easily restrained by any sense of 
moral obligation, | 1 4 8 


The doctrines of Christ = been rej ected 
by men, owing to their falsely reasoning against 


the use, from the abuse of them. Conclusions 


drawn from any premises like this, would ope- 


rate with equal force against any maxim of 


philosophy. For a fact is not the less true, 
because it is perverted, or abused. Again, 


a trifling, and a speculative spirit unitedly 


forms a frequent hindrance to the progress of 
religion. Instead of studying the word of God 
with an honest, and ardent wish to be informed, 
many totally neglect the perusal of this inspired 


volume; and others read it with a previous 


determination to cavil with its contents, to ob- 
ject to its precepts, and to justify their wilful 
unbelief. Lastly, the hardness, and impeni- 
tency of our hearts, added to the deceitfulness 
of sin, constitute the principal causes, why 


men reject the doctrines of the gospel. Unless 
the Spirit of God, which first moved on the 
face of the waters, bend our stubborn wills, 


and soften our obdurate minds, we shall remain | 
. K 4 
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indifferent to the voice of truth, amidst the 
testimony of facts, or the admonitions of con- 
science. Owing to. the depravity of human 
nature, we fatally prefer the things which our 
deliberate judgment must condemn ; and thus 
the prevalence of infidelity is rather to be 
ascribed to an aversion to religious truth, than 
to any defect of evidence. If a doctrine which 
is contrary to our taste be proposed to our be- 
lief, it has every prejudice to encounter, and 
the most formidable difficulties to overcome. 
Hence our Lord fore warned his real followers, 
of the opposition they must expect, from a 
gay, a censorious, and an unbelieving world. 
« If ye were of the world, said he, the 
world would love his own ; but because ye are 
not of the world, but I have chosen you out of 
che world, ee the world hateth mm 


1 Satin now to . influence and 
| effects of eben 1 


When the mind is induced to think lightly 
of the great, and awful concerns of the soul; 
ew: it treats religion as an een pe- 
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culation; and the records of truth, as of doubt- 
ful authority; the practice will be equally care- 
less, and proportionally immoral. If we pre- 
sume to question the divine law, or to arraign, 
the councils of heaven at the bar of human 
reason, we shall be no further restrained in our 
conduct, than as fear operates on the one hand, 
or a regard to reputation on the other. The 
mind, instead of being under the pure, and . 
humble influence of piety; instead of being 
guided by faith, hope, and charity, to a purer 
intercourse with heaven; instead of cultivating 
the graces of a meek, and contrite spirit, will 
be ferocious, turbulent, cruel, and unjust. 
Or, if the refinements of learning may in a de- 
gree polish the manners, yet a prevailing con- 
tempt for all serious enquiries will confirm 
them in habits of vice, and ultimately prepare 
the mind for. the perpetration. of the foulest 
crimes. A rational creature, destitute -of re- 
ligion, is like a vessel wrecked on the boisterous 
ocean, and ready to be engulphed in the track= 
less deep! He has no pilot to guide, no com- 
pass to direct, no security in the voyage of life. [ 
The fatal influende of unbelief is too manifest | 
in the world, to need any specific notice. | 
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When the mind, which is naturally depraved, 
loses all reverence for virtue, the practice will 
have no boundary to limit its daring atrocities. 
The effects of unbelief are so ruinous to the 
morals, to the peace, and to the happiness of 
mankind, that we have abundant reason to de- 
plore its ravages, where its seductive poison 
spreads. And when we think of our condition 
before God, we shall find that unbelief places 
us in a state of condemnation. It is denying 
the authority of God, the veracity of his word, 
and the truth of his promises. It is the fruitful 
parent of every evil we commit; and stimu- 
lates us to crimes, which even our judgment, 
and our consciences forbid. In whatever de- 
gree it prevails in regenerate men, it embitters 
their comforts, darkens their evidences, and 
obstructs their progress in the ways of God. 
The gospel is, indeed the power of God unto 
salvation, — but then it is to every one that be, 
lieves. If we reject the offers of mercy, they 
will still | retain their excellence, though we 
shall be nme ruined 55 our, wu 

ne ee em, 5 
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Christ did not perform many mighty-works 
amongst his own countrymen, because of their 


unbelief. And thus, if men will not receive 
declarations of truth, in the appointed 


the 
ns of grace, or are disgusted with its sim 


they must abide the issue of their determined 


folly. But our obstinate refusal of the bles- 


sings of grace, will not pass unnoticed. For 


| though < God sent not his Son into the world 


to condemn the world, but that the world thro 
him might be saved; yet he that believeth on 
him is not condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because he hath not 


believed in the name of the only begotten Son 


of God. By rejecting the only possible way 
of obtaining the forgiveness of our sins, we are 
under the curse of a broken law, become 
debtors to fulfil its demands to the utmost, and 
are preparing to endure the weight. of future 
punishment.. The sting of death hereby derives 


additional strength. We in fact exclude our- 
selves by unbelief from those unspeakable bles- 


sings which are freely offered in the gospel, to 


all who are only willing to embrace them, 


| | | ®* ST, Joux, bi. 17, 18. 
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p icity, its plainness, or its unassuming graces; 


* 


140 SERMON. IX. 


Though the door of mercy is thrown open to 
all who are inclined to enter in, through faith 
in Christ, yet unbelievers shut it against them- 
selves, and defy the arm of omnipotence !— 
Christ is the end of the law for justification ; 
but to whom? To every one that believ- 
eth.“ So that although forgiveness is obtained 


for sinners through the obedience, and death of 


Christ, yet the benefit will not be ours, with- 
out faith. Our Lord makes only two alterna- 
tives, He that believeth, and is baptized, 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not, shall 
be damned.” This is the plain, and unequi- 
vocal language of Christ himself, whether we 
receive it, or reject it. Our unbelief cannot 
alter the purposes of God. And whatever spe- 
culations* we adopt, yet truth undergoes no 
change i in its nature, tendency, or effects. We 
are assured that without faith it is impossible to 
please God; and therefore our best works, if 
they do not flow from this principle, will be 
weighed in the balance, and found wanting. 


I chall now close my discourse by pointing | 
out, in a few words, the importance of having 


* Sr, Manx, xvi. 10. 
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that faith which ainends, and improves our 
practice.—The belief which is likely to ame» 
liorate our conduct, must be seated not only i in 


the head, but in the heart. It must be not 


merely a theory of opinions, but a principle 
that governs our choice. In short, it must 
proceed, not only from knowledge, but also 
from converting grace; and, as the fruit of the 


Holy Spirit, it will in a greater, or less degree, 


regulate our behaviour, and lead us to abound 


in every Christian virtue. The faith which 


many pretend to have, whose lives are contra- 
dictory, and immoral, is nothing more than a 


_ speculative belief. But the faith of a sincere 


Christian, will make the prevailing tenor of his 
conduct such, as is highly becoming our pro- 
fession of the gospel. Let it then be the 

highest emulation of our lives, in every sphere 
we fill, to shew the good, and the useful effects 


of the religion we profess. Primitive Christians 


were distinguished by loving one another! 
Surely Christianity is still the same, whatever 
be the fatal errors of its avowed professors. - 


If we wish to evince our reverence for truth, 


let it be by the luminous display of every moral 


and social virtue; by fidelity, and integrity in 
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our various avocations; by a peaceable, and 
| orderly demeanour ; by every emanation of be- 
neficence and compassion : that when the great 
Author, and Finisher of our Faith, shall en- 
quire at the last day, how we have used the 
talent entrusted to our care, he may acknow- 
ledge us truly to belong to him !—As the · just 
shall live by faith, let us not be of them, 
ec ho draw back unto perdition, but of them 
that believe to the saving of the soul..* 


6. 
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* N 0] "wo are vast, my purposes are broken _ 
© even the thoughts of my heart.” "F 
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I F there be any period when it more espe- 
cially becomes us to review our past lives, tq 
reflect on our conduct, and to examine our 
ways, it is at the approaching close of the year. 
The time which is already spent, the oppor- 
tunities which are in many respects irrecover- 
able, and the additional weight of responsibility 
incurred, are considerations that forcibly sug- 
gest to us the importance of vigilance and care. 
The false medium through which we are apt 
to view our own actions, and the numerous 
excuses we find for our own errors, unitedly 
hinder the progress of improvement, and the 
interests of virtue. But in order to acquire a 


* A Sermon on the cloſe of the Year, 
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just idea of our advancement, or decline in ho- 
liness, we must view our actions not through 
the inverted mirror of fashionable galeties, but 
in the glass of that perfect law, which God 
hath prescribed as a rule of life, and behaviour. 
Here we shall see, that the obedience of the 
heart is required of all rational creatures, whose 
affections should be supremely dedicated to 
God, instead of being wholly occupied with 
the transient pleasures of a precarious world. 
How little, through the past year, has our 
time been consecrated to piety, to reflection, 
to prayer, to the chief, and most important 
end of our being? — The days are gone, and 
cannot be recalled, in which Wisdom hath 
_cried to us in every path we trod How 
long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity, 
and scorners hate knowledge? The whole 
history of man is a repetition of errors; and 
the benefits we may derive from a reviewal of 
them are, humility, and contrition for the past, 
and turning with full purpose of heart unto the 
Lord, as the only og dogg bn. 4 for _ 
n | 
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brevity of life, | 
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In the chapter from which my text i is taken, % 
we find Job reflecting on the severe treatment ; 
he had received even from his friends; and 

viewing himself as a dying man; he appeals'to- 
God, as the fountain of mercy, the source of 
goodness, the only refuge and support of those 
who are in trouble! And after rejecting the 


fallacious maxims of his friends, See 


« My days are past, my purposes are ann, 
* even che thoughts of my heart.” 


. 


"For onr farther ediication, I aha conider, 


. The imporan cen roſe ee in the 


| 0m g * 


24. Thei improvement » we > ahould make of the 


The objects thas 60 pe attract our 
notice, and make so strong an impression on 
the mind, derive their influence principally 
from their being present to the view. Our 
reasoning faculties are not so much convinced 
of their excellence; as our senses are affected 
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i formed for eternity, and hath an immaterial ' 
principle within him, capable of travelling far 
on the wings of thought; it is his duty, and 0 
- anterest, to look back on the journey of life; 
and more especially when it is hastening to an 
end. Nor is this a duty that merely devolves 
on the aged, for the youngest cannot tell how 
soon their career may finish. It is a work that 
belongs to men of every age, rank, and sta- 
tion; to all who look beyond the confines of 
the grave, or the instinctive annihilation of the 
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We -are"surrounded by innumerable rela- 
tions to God, to the community, to the sphere 
we fill, and to the duties we are bound to dis- 
charge. We have many important claims on 
our fidelity, diligence and care; and we have 

at last to give up an account of our proceed- 

ings'to an almighty, and unerring Judge. We 
are not filling up an idle void, a mere blank in 
existence; but we have each of us an important 
part to act on the stage of life, and must even- 
tually be ans werable to the God who made us, 
for the talents entrusted to our care. Our 
brcath is suspended on the will of God; and 
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it is continued to us for a wise, and important 
purpose. The time, and opportunities given 
| Jus to believe, and to repent,—to reason, and 
to reflect, —to pray, and to meditate, —will 
fotm-a- tremendous part in our future reckon-" 
ing, if we venture to trifle away our 
fleeting moments, Fs to abuse our mercies1 

Job felt the impression of that weighty thought, 
My days are past. If, in the giddy hours 
of youth, in the full tide of prosperity, in the 
vortex of gaiety and pleasure, we have forgot- 
ten the name of our God, and rejected the 
admonitions of wisdom, we must each of us sax 
with Job, My days are past. But the 
great enquiry should be, In what manner have 
1 spent these days? Though they are past, they 
are not unnoticed. Though they are gone, 
yet they will be brought forward again by con- 
science to our view. Job indeed reviewed the 
approaching termination of his life with plea- 
sure, knowing that when worms should de- 

stroy this body, in his flesh he should see God. 
' He looked forward with an holy confidence to 
him, in whom he had believed, and chearfully . 
sought a retreat in the grave, whete the wicked 
. a 
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at rest. But when the man who has lived in 
all manner of iniquity, who has defrauded the 
innocent, and seduced the virtuous, who has 
despised the holy precepts of religion; when 
he looks back to the days that are past, to the 
enquiry that is hastening on, it must be with 
horror and dismay ! There are others also, who 
have probably avoided the more open enormi- 
ties of vice, but who have wasted their time 
in a round of unmeaning trifles,—in the tri- 
umphs of vanity,—in scenes of amusement,— 
and in an uniform study to please, or benefit 
none but themselves. A reviewal of these 
days, when they are past, will plant a thorn 
in our pillow, and fix the pungent sting of re- 
morse deeply in our breast. Surely man was 
formed. for a nobler employ on earth, than 
merely to eat, drink, and be merry !''— 
The dignified powers of intellect were given 
him, to glorify and adore their almighty donor ; 
to survey the wonders of creation; to imitate 
the purity, and admire the goodness of redeem- 
ing love; to soothe the orphan's woe, and 
commiserate the widow's grief; to enter the 
abodes of poverty, and sympathize with the 

afflicted, and distresscd ; to cultivate the means 
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of knowledge; to be earnest in the pursuit of 
truth; to rejoice in the obedience of faith; and | 


to be preparing for the bliss of glory 


When we reflect on the days that are past, 


we $hould also seriously consider, they were 


granted, and allowed us by the patience, good- 


ness, and forbearance of God, to try our graces, 


—to call forth proofs of our gratitude,—to see 
what use we should make of them, not merely 
to accomplish purposes of our own, but to 
glorify the God who formed us. He, = 
hath appointed the bounds of our habitation, 
will also require of us a strict account how we 
have employed the benefits we are indulged 
with. This is very sublimely described by the 
prophet, in all the majesty of eastern rhetoric : 


 — And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, 


and men of judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt 


me, and my vineyard. What could have been 


done more to my vineyard, that I have not 


daone in it? Wherefore, when I looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild 


grapes? And now go to, I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard; I will take 


away the hedge thereof, and it Shall be eaten 
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up, and break down the wall thereof, and it 
shall be trodden down. * Our days that have 
been past in vanity, may be fitly described by 
the metaphor of © wild grapes; where the 
lord of the vineyard had just reason to expect 
better fruit from those, whom he had guarded - 
by his power, and instructed by his wisdom. 
The most exemplary Christians have too much 


reason to be ashamed of the manner in which 


they have spent the days that are past, when they 
reflect on their high, and holy calling, —on the 
dangers that await them,—on the need of using 
all diligence, to make the evidence of their call- 
ing and election sure,—and on the final ruin that 
must await those, who neglect this great sal - 
vation, which Christ hath wrought out for the 
guilty. Hoy few of the days which are past, 
have been spent in striving to enter into the 
-8trait gate of eternal life | How slowly have we 
run the Christian race, when so glorious a prize 
was to be obtained! How little have we mor- 
tified our corrupt passions, and opposed the 
first solicitations to evil ! How cold and lifeless 
have our days of devotion been ! How formal, 


5 | and-cxreless out prayers In the pn Bee 


6 tas. 7. 4. 5. 


SERMON X. Ht "= 


past, how rarely have we been in earnest to 1 
know whether our sins are forgiven through 
the atoning blood of Christ! Instead of grow-- 
ing in grace as we advanced in years, have we 
not imbibed the spirit of the world, and be- 
come indifferent to the great interests of the 
soul? Have we not been immersed in the cares 
and pleasures of this life, though we professed 
to seek our portion in another? Have the trou- 
bles, or afflictions we have met with in the 
past year, brought us nearer to God, and made 
us more anxious to secure our eternal welfare? 
Or have we murmured, and repined at the pro- 
_ videnee-of God, instead of owning the wisdom 
and the goodness of his chastening tod? Has 
Christ been precious to us, as real believers, 
or have we been contented in an outward form 
of godliness, whilst our hearts have been stran- 
gers to converting grace? Let us enter on a 
strict and impartial enquiry now, for there is 
no device, nor work in the grave, whicher we - 
are all of us hastening, 


rune, a * 
— 
jo * 


. duys-6f his; 

he adds,“ My purposes ate broken off, even 

the thoughts of my heart!” This exhibits te 
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our vie w the vain career of fruitless expectations, 
and unavailing cares, in which we are all of us, 


more or less, engaged. Job had, doubtless, 


in the hour of prosperity, pleased himself with 
many flattering projects, which were never 
ultimately compleated. And on an impartial 
retrospect of our former days, shall we not find, 
that many of our brightest expectations have 


ended in disappointment, and eluded our 


| keenest grasp ? Surely we may each of us af- 
| firm with Job,.“ My purposes are broken 
off, even the thoughts of my heart. The 
disappointments which are daily occurring in 
this life, are wisely intended for our good, that 
our affections may be weaned from present ob- 
jects, and directed to those which are unfading 
and eternal. As we are only travellers through 
this world to an untried state of being, we 
should be moderate in our wishes, and con- 


tented with our lot. In our race from time to 


eternity, our burden should be light, and our 


incumbrances few. Instead of making diffi- 


culties, we should try to overcome them. 
and act like those, who have not a moment to 
trifle with, - vho have a prize in view, hose 
temptations are numerous, but whose reward 
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is glorious, —and whose home is in heaven! 
Were this the prevailing temper of our mind, | 
_ what a different path we should pursue Ehe 
world, with all its fascinating charms, would 
sink in our esteem; and Christ, the Redeemer 
of the guilty, would be the basis of our hopes, 
the object of our faith, and the perfect com- 
pletion of our joys. IShall now close my dis- 
course by consideringdastly, the improvement 
we should make of the brevity of life. 
Instead of trifling with our time in uninter- 
esting pursuits, we should be active, diligent, 
and faithful in the duties of our respective sta- 
tions; invariably remembering that tremendous 
account which we must one day render to the 
almighty Judge of quick and dead. This 
thought, whenever it has its due impression on 
the mind, will influence our conduct, and re- i 
gulate our behaviour. It will teach us, that | 
however secret our projects, or concealed our f 
schemes, we cannot elude the eye of omnisci- | 


_ ence, who compasseth our path, and who 
knoweth all our ways. As a view of the bre- 
rity of life should make us industrious in our 

respective callings, so it should above all teach 
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us, that it is absolutely adm to our secu- 
rity, that we should live in a constant state of 
preparation for death, knowing that our time 
is at most but short, and may be very soon at 
an end. Who that reflected on the value of 
his immortal, never-dying soul, would live in 
the habitual neglect d prayer, meditation, and 
a due attendance on the means of grace? Who, 
that considered there is but a step betwixt us 
and death, would trifle with eternity Soon 
will our fate be irreversibly fixed, in heaven, 
or hell; why do we then risque our chief in- 
terest on the slender thread of life? As death 
leaves us, so will judgment find us; and if we 
quit the world without faith in Christ, or re- 
pentance towards God, it will then be too late 
to remedy our error. Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of salvation; tomorrow 

may fix our doom Let us then not only al- 
most, but altogether be persuaded to become 
Christians, that we may not only be convinced 
of the evil of sin, but may also be converted 
from the error of our ways, that our affections, 
which have hitherte preferred the way of un- 
godly men, may now be directed into a purer 

channel, and truly dedicated to God. | 
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Again, —the brevity of life should lessen our 
value for worldly enjoyments, and increase our 
reverence for religion. The busy scene in 
which we are now occupied, will soon be over, 
but eternity knows no limit of duration We 


are now arrived at the end of another year, 


and are admonished, by the rapid progress of 
time, to consider the things which belong to 
our peace, before they are for ever hid from 
our eyes. To those who are really united to 
Christ by a living faith, the swift wings of 
time are hastening them to a world of bliss; 
and they may rejoice at every closing year, 
which brings them nearer to their proper home. 
Let us then remember, that © All flesh is grass, 
and all the glory of mag, as the flower of grass. 
The grass withereth, and the flower thereof 
falleth away ; but the word of the . 
. for ever. | 


r 
past year, we have been able to detect ou 
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taken notions, and to trace the progress 
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deceive. We are thus enabled to form a pro- 
per estimate of life, not from the mere begin- 
ning of events, but from the maturer decisions 
of their end. We now see abundant reason to 
correct the ardour and impetuosity of youth; 
to profit by the lessons of experience, and to 
suspend our opinions of many things which we 
have once too hastily applauded, or condemned. 
In the fervour of expectation, the earthly ob- 
jects which we are anxious to attain, are mag- 
nified to the view; but on a nearer approach 
they diminish, and evince their comparative 
insignificance, and folly. Let us then at the 
close of the year seriously consider, what we have 
been so busily engaged in; and calmly reflect, 
vhether our general pursuits have repaid our 
unabating ardour. Let the impressive thought 
that we cannot recall our past time, teach us 
to improve the space that may be allotted us 
in future to the glory of God, and the welfare 
of our immortal souls! Thus shall we be anti- 
cipating the view of a grander scene, when we 
shall join the blessed company above, who are 
« before the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night in his temple, and he that sitteth on 
the throne shall dwell among them. They 
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shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more: 
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any 
heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of 
the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters; a God hall , 
wipe away all tears from their eyes.” * 


* Rey, vii. 15, 16, 17. 
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ROMANS, IV. VER. 2. 
« For if Abraham were justified by works, he 


hath whereof to glory, but not before God.” 


8 5 

Th E proper distinctions betwixt those vir- 
tues which have every claim to merit amongst 
men; and the nature, qualities, or degree of a 


righteousness calculated to justify us before a 


pure, and holy God; ought to be steadily, and 
accurately maintained. Owing to the want of 


just discriminations in these im t points, 
J OY 


various controversies have arisen amongst men, 
who have been mutually actuated by a love of 
truth.. Hence St. Paul, the great apostle of the 
Gentiles, hath arranged these distinct ideas with 
a precision peculiar to the inspired writings. As 

the Jews expected to be justified by an outward 


conformity to the law of Moses; the apostle 
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chews, that the gospel not only perpetuates, 
but extends the influence of religion, and te- 

quires the obedience of the heart. Having in 
a former chapter proved by a process of mas- 
terly reasoning, that © by the deeds of the lass 
no flesh living can be justifted,” he confirms 
this important truth by an appeal to the exem- 
plary, and distinguished character of Abraham, 


whose eminent virtues the Jews profess to reve- 


rence, and admire.— What shall we say then, 


that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the 


flesh, hath found?“ — the apostle answers this 
question in the words of my text,—* For if 


Abraham were. justified by works, he hath 


whereof to glory,—but-r not before God. For 
the further diacmason ae words I chal - 
2 e 


10 The yaur of  jutiing ighteoumes: | 


2d. The importance of being fully con- 


vinced of our own weakness and depravity. | 


3d. The obligations 1 we are under to evince 
the nature of our faith, * the fruits. a a _ 
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It is one * the brilliant properties of "Y 
Christian religion, that it is perfectly adapted 
to the wants, and condition of human nature: 
Other theories have described what we ought 
to do; but this enables us to practise it. The 
aids of the Holy Spirit are here promised to all 
who sincerely ask them, that we may be ena- 
bled to resist temptation, to pray with una- 
bating fervour, and to live in a state of real de- 
votedness to God. Thus a religion whose law 
is love, whose motive is gratitude, and whose 
precepts enjoin us to avoid even the appearance 
of evil; will lead us to seek our final accept- 
ance with God, in a way that shall glorify the 
divine attributes, humble the pride of man; 
and unite the claims of justice and mercy ! 

 Whilst it strongly enforces every moral obliga- 
tion, and recommends the practice of every 
virtue ; it cannot permit fallen creatures to ar- 
rogate those claims to merit, which even inno- 
cence, or unoffending rectitude, would not | 
presume thus imperiously to require; 


The apostle selected the bright example of 
Abraham, to convince the Jews of their mis- 
taken notions respecting justification before 


God. And as they gloried much in their re- 
lation to Abraham, he plainly shews them, 


character of Abraham, as recorded in be- 
writ, is marked with peculiar celebrity, and 
excellence. Whilst surrounding nations were 


plunged into the errors of idolatry, and bowed 
the knee to every idol of superstition, Abraham 


steadily worshipped the one true God! And 
when, as a trial of his faith, and obedience, 
even his only, his beloved child Isaac, was re- 


quired as an offering to God, he instant 
obeyed the command, without the smallest he- 


Sitation or delay. It was enough for him that 


God had commanded; and, therefore, he 


obeyed. Even at an advanced age he travelled 
to a distant country to offer up his beloved 


4 He staggered not at the promise of God 
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, 


giving glory to God: and being fully persuaded 
that what he had promised, he was able also 


to perform. The affecting narrative of the 
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that both Jews, and Gentiles, must be justi- 
fied through faith in the Redeemer. The 


Isaac, in obedience to the divine injunction. 


ane Fan who is n to pe | 
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the knife into the bosom of his own child, is 
related with that artless simplicity, which is 
peculiar to the pages of inspiration.—“ Abra- 
ham took the wood of the burnt offering, and 
laid it upon Isaac his son, and he took the fire 
ain his hand, and a knife, and they went both 
of them together. - What mind is there, ca- 
pable of the smallest tenderness, and sympathy, 
but must enter into the feelings of the ancient 
patriarch ?—His faith was tried; Isaac was 
spared; and God provided himself a lamb for 
a burnt offering. Vet amidst this brilliant ca- 
reer of virtue, — this triumph of faith, —this 
pattern of resignation,—the apostle assures us, 
that although Abraham might have whereof 
to glory, yet not before God. And if an in- 
stance of patience, and submission, of confi- 
25 dence, and hope, so resplendent, could not pre- 
sSume to plead any merit before God; how can 
our defective virtues, our imperfect works, 
have the remotest claim to excellence before 
God, in whose eyes the very heavens are not 
pure? Is it possible that our prayers, which 
are mingled with levity, and inattention; or 
our acts of charity, which are only returning 
the benefits entrusted, or lent to us for a time, 
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can be pleaded as meritorious before the ma- 

jesty of heaven ?—After we have done all, we, 
are but unprofitable servants, and have only. 
done that which it was our duty to do. | 


The dis position of mind with which creatures: 
can approach their Creator, must be humble, 
contrite, penitent, and submissive; deeply i im- 


pressed with an idea of their own unworthi- 


ness; and willing to renounce every plea of 
merit. The Jews contended most vigorously 


for a legal righteousness, and therefore St. Paul 


appeals to the case of Abraham, their father, 
and asks, as pertaining to the flesh what hath 
he found? Was he justified by his external 
privileges, and performances? or was it the 
merit of his works that recommended him to 
the favour. of God ?—The inference is, that if 


even Abraham, distinguished as he was, could 


be justified by works, there would be room 


for boasting ;—and this must be for ever ex- 


cluded: The idea of petitioners for mercy 
boasting of their- goodness, and claiming the 
benefits they receive, 1s irrational, contradic- 


tory, impious, and absurd. The most emi- 


nent believers may have whereof to glory before 
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men; but the best of men can have nothing to 
boast of before the God who formed them, 
and who hath an unrivalled claim to the uni- 
form obedience of his creatures. Hence it is 
that perfection must enter into the nature, and . 
form an indispensible quality of a justifying 
righteousness, For the law of God, which is 
holy, just, and good, retains its claims to our 
undeviating obedience, amidst the numerous 
changes that take place in our conduct, and 
behaviour. Founded on the unerring basis of 
truth, and wisdom, its precepts cannot alter 
with the vafying fashions of the hour. We 
are assured by our divine Redeemer, that,. 
« Till heaven and earth pass, one jot, or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till all 
be ful filled. As a transcript of the divine 
perfections, it cannot be defaced by the cor- 
ruptions of human depravity; or abate i in, any 
of its demands. * He who offendeth in one 
point, is guilty of the whole. Thus a justi- 
 fying righteousness must be commensurate to 
all the demands of this holy law. It must be 
accomplished by one who is pure, and un- 
spotted ; Who has no crimes or offences to an- 
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<wet for; whose power, dighity, and excel- 


lence will magnify the law, and make it hon- 
ourable; and who can fulfil every claim to the 
utmost extent. No mere creature is equal to 
the arduous, to the mighty task, of ransomin 10 
the guilty; and therefore Christ hath done 

by the price of his own blood. Well then 


_ might the apostle affirtn, that “ such an high 
priest became us, who is holy, harmless, un- 


defiled, separate from sinners, and made higher 


than the heavens. Who needeth tiot daily, 48 


those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first 


fot their on sins, and then for the people's: 


for this he did once, when he offered up him 
self. Christ, by his active, and passive obe- 
dience, hath evinced, that he came not to de- 


stroy, but to fulfil the Taw ; and to ünite in one 
| unparalleled act of love, the di sfinct attributes 
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Thus it is the nature of a | def righite- | 


ousness, to be compleat i in measurs, and de- 
gree, Without any possible deficiency, Error, 


of irfiperfeetion. Hence Christ is the Lord 
our righteousness, who hath borne our offences | 


Hes. vi vii. 26, 27. 
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in his own body on the tree, and by whose 
stripes we are healed. The merit of his perfect 
obedience is. imputed unto us by faith; and we 
are delivered from the condemnation of the law, 
by virtue of that finished atonement which 
Christ hath wrought out. Referrin g therefore 
to the i ignorance of those Jews, who expected 
to be justified by a legal righteousness, or by 
an outward conformity to the law, the apostle 
says, For I bear them record, that they 
bave a zeal of God, but not according to 
knowledge. - For they being i ignorant of God's 
righteousness, and going about to establish 
their own righteousness, have not submitted 
themselves unto the righteousness of God, For 
Christ i is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth. * | As nothing can 
avail in the business of justification, but what 
is entirely perfect, and answerable to eyery 
demand of the law; so we are considered 
righteous in Christ, throu gh the imputation of 
his merits, and obedience, Faith is the mean 
by which we receive the rightcousness of 
Christ. But the comfort arising from this 
Justifying righteousness, (says the learned 
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Witsius,) * is not applied to the believer, till 
he is regenerated, and united to Christ by faith. 
Till then he is in the present evil world, [Gal. 
i. 4.] alienated, and an enemy, and under the 
power of darkness. [Col. i. 13, 21.] But 


immediately on his receiving Christ by faith, 
God declares in the court of heaven, that he 
is no longer under wrath, but under grace, 


though perhaps the justified person wn. 2 be 


e of it.” 


ou a * 
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Lastly, it is necessary to remark, that altho' 


we are delivered from the condemnatory power 


of the law by faith in Christ, yet we are not 


released from its holy injunctions as a rule of 
life. So far is the grace of God from having 


the remotest tendency to licentiousness, that it 
teaches us to deny ungodliness, and worldly 
lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and 


godly in this present evil world. Instead of 
lessening, it increases our obligations to a holy 
life, and furnishes us with the noblest motives 
to the praetice of every virtue. But if the 


graces of faith, repentance, and humility be 
wanting, our sublimest works cannot be ac- 


| ceptable to —— who *© resisteth the proud, but 
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giveth grace unto the humble.” * This leads 
me to consider next, the importance of being 
fully convinced of our on weakness and de- 
en. 


1 We es, the 
most fatal errors have arisen. Men have been 
hereby led to attempt, what they could not 
execute; and to anticipate final happiness in a 
way, that it never can be attained. From this 
delusion, the common effect of pride, and un- 
belief, men have thought too highly of their 
virtues, and too little of their vices, With- 
out reflecting how far their best works, if 
weighed: in the balance of a holy law, would 
be found wanting, they have reared the baseless 
fabric of expectation; on their own imaginary 

goodness. And if we duly consider our condi- 
tion as offenders against God, we shall never 
rightly valùe our mercies, unless we are con- 
vinced of our crimes. We shall view every 
benefit we receive as due to our merit, and thus 
destroy every principle of gratitude in the re- 
ceiver. And if we are not apprized of our 
a how can we ask for divine ie 
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or if we do not really feel our unworthiness 
before God, how can we be humble, patient, and 
submissive? What must the prayers be of a 
man, who thinks he is good enough; or from 
what motives can our virtues spring, if we ig- 
norantly suppose we are profitable to God? The 
freeness of divine grace, and the efficacy of 
Christ's atonement, will not be valued, if we 
think that by our own obedience we can be 
justified. If we are not convinced of sin, we 
shall reject the remedy paced before us in the 
gospel, and actually perish through our wilful 
unbelief. How can a man be disposed to praise 
God fot mercies received, or to implore those 
which he stands in need of, if he is in no degree 
impressed with his own unworthiness ? What 
repentance can we have for our past offences, 
if we have never once been humbled on ac- 
count of them? Hence a deep, and abiding 
conviction of our weakness, and depravity, is 
of the utmost importance to our present and 
future welfare, For what is it but pride, that 
| hinders men from confessing their guilt? or 
what is it but ignorance, and unbelief, that 
can induce men to aim at working out a right- 
cousness of their own ? It is of the greatest 


F | ; | 
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importance, therefore, to be convinced of our 
depravity, that we may know our danger, be 
aware of our difficulties, be prepared to en- 
counter them; and that we may seek for relief 
in a way, where alone it can be found. Hence 
our blessed Lord saith,—< I am not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance,” * 
Without a due sense of our weakness, and de- 
pravity, we shall indulge mistaken notions of 
future happiness, —of the way in which our of- 
fences can be pardoned, —of the guilt of our 
numerous transgressions: and thus, whilst we 
are dreaming of perfect security, we shall be in 
the utmost danger! Our faith will not be built 
on the right foundation; nor will our repent- 
ance be genuine, or sincere; but our works, 
as flowing from a defective principle, will have 
none of those qualities, which can alone render 
them eee to a woe and holy _ 


5 5 . now to shew, lastly, in a few 
a words, the obligations we are under to evince 
the nature of our faith, by the fruits of a holy 
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Though our best deeds will not aki us ta 
1 in them before God, on the score of 
merit; yet, they are not the less requisite, or 
necessary. The freeness with which a favour 
is conferred, does not supersede the duty of 
gratitude in those Who receive it. On the 
contrary, as we owe every hope of obtaining 
the pardon of our sins to the unmerited grace 
of God; so we are under the strongest motives 
to abound in every moral virtue, and to evince 
our gratitude for benefits so unparalleled and great. 
Hath Christ endured the bitter agonies of the 
cross to expiate our offences; and can we crucify 
him afresh, and put him to an open shame? 
Can we look at Calvary, and behold: the meck 
and lowly Jesus nailed to the accursed tree, and 
yet indulge those crimes which he bled, and 
died to atone for? Will no motives of tender- 
ness, love, and affection, operate on our con- 
duct? Do we not feel the conscious glow of 
gratitude towards that blessed Redeemer,; who 
bore our offences in his own body on the tree? 
—* If ye love me, says the adorable Jesus, 
0 keep my commandments. - And can we 
9. think of his pity, and compassion towards 
the guilty race of Aduip, Without * ect 


| 
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emotions of love ?-Thus when religion sits 
enthroned in the heart, and the affections are 
dedicated to God, our lives will be the constant 
emanations of piety, and the uniform tribute 
of obedience. Our duty will be our delight ; 
and we shall say with David,—* I hate vain 
thoughts, but thy law do. I love.“ The 
gospel of Christ fixes the duties of morality on 
the basis of love. If a recollection of unpa- 
ralleled mercies will not produce a holy and a 
virtuous life, what motives can regulate the | 
actions, or govern the conduct? » 


Let us then TT that although Abra- 
ham could not boast of his best works before 
a holy God, that we are still bound to the 
practice of every duty. And whilst we are 
continually striving against sin, and mortifying 
every corrupt appetite ; we must confess, that, 
after all, we are only doing what we ought to 
do. Under an habitual, and humble persuasion 
of our own unworthiness, let us persevere in a 
eourse of well-doing, and be emulous to adorn 
every station that we fill by an uniform course 
of virtue :—50 that, when we quit this vale of 
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tears, we may be ranked amongst those who 

are thus described in the book of Revelatians, 
—* And J heard a voice from heaven, saying 
unto me, Write, blessed are the dead which 
die in the Lord, from henceforth : Yea, saith 
the Spirit, that they may rest from their la- 
bours, and their works do follow them.“ 


* 
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 HEBREWS, IX. PART OF VER. 27. 


— It is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment.” + 


Tunis decree is daily, and hourly fulfilling - 
in the. world, amidst the hurry of business, 
the gaieties of pleasure, or the triumphs of 
ambition. Neither wisdom, 'or eloquence, for- 
titude, or courage, prudence, or care, can 
elude the shafts of death. Its universal man- 
date must be obeyed, though we are engaged 
in the most interesting pursuits, or be found 
on the eve of compleating the grandest pro- 
jects. Vet, from the general conduct of man- 
kind, who would imagine they could possibly 
be aware of this final, and important destiny? 
Who could ever suppose that rational, and 
intelligent creatures would barter health for 


SERMON XII. 75 


the illusions of the hour, and tread on a pre- 
cipice without viewing their danger ?- Fatal as 
the infatuation confessedly is, yet it may be 
readily accounted for by the obvious: proofs of 
human depravity, and the evident effects which 
have uniformly arisen from the deceitfulness of 


sin. No warnings will rouse men from their 


lethargy, until the Spirit of God alarms the 


conscience, and places their crimes in array  ' 


before them, with all the claims of a perfect 
law, or the horrors of future punishment.— 


Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the Gad of 


Israel: Amend your ways, and your doings; 
and J will cause you to dwell in this place.“ * 


© Behold, ye trust in lying words that cannot 
profit. Will ye) steal, murder, and commit 
adultery, and swear falsly, and burn incense 


unto Baal, and walk after other gods whom ye | 


know not? —Instead of amusing men by pro- 
phesying smooth things, the prophet is en- 
joined to Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy, 
voice like a trumpet, and shew my people 
their transgressions, and the house of Jacobi 


their sins. 1 Thus, amidst the various ad- 


monitions which, an indulgent. God hath, re- 


g- vi. 3, 8, 9. 1 Tratan, nl. 1. 
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* 


5 peatedly given, to dissuade us from a course of 


vice, and immorality, none can be more im- 
pressive than the assurance, that.. It is ap- 


pointed unto men once to die, but after this 


the judgment. 


t thi further discussion of these words I 
__ endeavour to  cotalter, 


Jt. The e in the text. 


Ad. The duties DALEY on us, as dying, 


g a e gt creatures. 


Though man is placed 80 high i in aw Scale | 
of being, that the animal and vegetable creation 
unitedly contribute to his ease and comfort; 


- though he is endued with the discriminating 


power of reason, with an excursive fancy, with 


a penetrating judgment, and with the vigour 


of intellect ; yet he has s mĩserably perverted 
and abused these early gifts of heaven, that he 


has lost his primitive innocence, and is now a 


fallen, and depraved creature, reaping the fruits 


of aggravated transgressions. "This awful fact 


is not only confirmed by the page of history, 


1C 


A 8 8s 


17 
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which i is little more chan a register of crimes 3 


be Nee the manners of man- 

; : by tbe prevalence of vice; by the 
Fn maxims of infidelity; by the desola- 
tions of human woe ; by the tartures of disease; 
and by the universal empire of death. When 
our first parents violated that moderate, and 
easy command, which was given as a test of 


— they incurred the penalty which 


justly due to their offence, and in- 


_ their whole posterity under condemna- 


tion. As our actual transgressions are a virtual 
approbation of Adam's offence, we cannot ar- 
raign the justice of God, in extending the de- 
cree of mortality to the whole human race. 
In order to give a scriptural account of the en- 
trance of death into the world, we must view 
it under three distinct ideas: Ist, as the 


wages of sin; 2d, as the effect of the diyige ; 


decres 3 gd. as the centence of the law, The 
glory of God, and the happiness of man, was 
the evident purpose of infinite wisdom at our 
original formation. Hence Adam was created 


| holy, innocent, and pure, being formed after 


the divine image, and likeness, and placed in 


the bliss of Paradise, the heir of immortality, 
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The condition of man's happy life was obedi- 
ence; z or, in other words, that it should run 
parallel with his perseverance in his duty. But 
when our first parents disobeyed the positive 
command of their Maker, death made its tragic 
entrance into our world, with all its gloomy 
appendages of human woe, as the wages, and 
punishment of sin. Unto Adam the Lord said, 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 

till thou return unto the ground; for out of 
it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return. * This was the direful 
and humiliating fruit of voluntary transgression. 
From this fatal moment, the race of Adam has 
been exposed to innumerable trials, painful dis- 
eases, bitter disappointments, and accumu- 
: lated woe. Sin, that secret, and insidious 
enemy, which we are too apt to cherish, and 
indulge ; for whose constant solicitations to 
evil, we vainly plead every frivolous excuse ; 
this fatal harbinger of woe, has reduced us from 
the lofty heights of immortality, to the gloomy 
chambers of the grave. There, the most 
beautiful form, or the most elevated rank, 
must oubmit to the common _y of 25 
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and become a prey to worms! Hence Job 


saith, “ If I wait, the grave is mine house: 
I have made my bed in the darkness. I have said 
to corruption, thou art my father; to the 
Worm, 6 art * mother, and my vixter."® 


* 1 4 


We are Farther to consider death as the 
effect of the divine decree, respecting sin. 
Had man retained his original innocence, none 
of those calamities which now desolate this 
lower world, would then have prevailed; but 
as we are universally concluded under sin, It 
is appointed unto men once to die.” Nothing 


can reverse, or counteract this solemn decree, 
which is hourly accomplishing on every rank, 


and degree of men, with equal and undistin- 
guishing power, and influence. The same 
uncontroulable necessity of dying. involves all, 
without any regard to age, sex, dignity, or 
distinction. Death is called the kin 8 of terrors, 
not only from its tremendous importance, but 
also from its extensive sway. When the ap- 
pointed hour arrives to call us hence, we cannot 
elude its warning, or resist its mandate. Even 


the 25 oy Eng no less than e age; 
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Jon. xvii. 13, 144. 
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must obey the call of death, though it should 
come at a moment when they are least inclined 
to expect it. There is no man that hath 


power over the spirit to retain the spirit 3 nei- 


ther hath he power in the day of death: and 
there is no discharge in that war, neither shall 


| wickedness deliver those that are given to it.“ 


As death is a 6 proof of God's FR 


1 pleasure against all sin; so the manner in which 
this divine appointment is hourly accomplished, 


is a further demonstration of the fallen condi- 
tion of man, Like a besom it sweeps off the 


human race, and depopulates towns and cities, 


states and empires, apreading the ravages of 
disease, with all the instruments of desolation 
and death. It is computed, says a modern 
writer, * by the ingenious in calculation, that, 


on the surface of the globe, more than fifty 


thousand mortals, men, women, and children, 


die every night.. How soon, adds this ex- 


E 


cellent writer, may any one of us make an 


unit in the thousands that every hour go down 


into the pit, and are no more seen !'+ The 
thought is confescedy awful, and more epeci- 


Eee. viii. 8, | + Dr. Knox's Chr. Phjl, 
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ally so when we consider death as the sentence 
of God's pure and holy law. Even in Paradise, 
God gave to his rational creature man, a law, . 
as the rule of his future conduct. The tree of 
life was placed in the'midst of the garden ; and 
to this was annexed a strict injunction, not 
only as a proof of man's subjection, but as a 
trial of his obedience.—< But of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof, thou halt surely die. Thus, we 
may affirm with the apostle, that“ the sting 
of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the 
law.” + Being by nature under the curse, and 
- condemnation of the law of God, which we 
have universally broken, we are not only ex- 
posed in our unregenerate state, to temporal, 
but also to eternal death When the wicked 
are cut off in the midst of their sins, without 
faith in Christ, or repentance towards God, 
they are immediately to appear before their 
Judge, and receive the punishment due to their 
| transgressions. Death is the gate to eternity, 
the avenue to endless bliss, or migery. It 
will open to us & new, and untried state of 


„ Gen. ii, 17. +1 Con, xv. 56. 
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being, in which our disembodied spirits will 
retain a consciousness of their past actions, and 
wait the ultimate award of retributive justice. 
When death has done its last office upon us, 
there will be no more opportunity for faith, re- 
pentance, or amendment of life. It will then 
be too late to alter our purposes, or to repent 
of our folly. If our minds be not previously 
changed by the power of converting grace, 
from the love of sin, to the love of holiness; 
there will be no device, nor work in the grave 
— whither we are every one of us hastening! The 
ignorant delusion, that death is an eternal sleep, 
will then be found a ruinous mistake, only cal- 
culated to harden us in iniquity, and to fix our 
doom irretrievably amidst the bitter wailings 
of impenitent offenders. Were future annihi- 
lation within the pale of rational probability, 
the condition of the brutes would be more eli- 
gible than that of man. Their life, free 
from care, and the pain of reflection, is com- 
monly dissolved by a momentary pang,—while 
man, furnished with the glorious apparatus of 
endless existence, with faculties impelling him 
to enter into the nature, and relations of it, to 
hope and wish for it, is to be. like the brutes, 
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extinguished all at once, and for ever. This 
dream, invented by men who never wish to be 
awakened to a recollection of their past ac- 
tions, is contrary to every principle of philoso- 
phy, to every dictate of reason, or to the uni- 
form language of divine revelation Hence 
our text, after informing us, It is appointed 
unto men, once to die; adds, but after 
this, gr $2436: te ee obey 


ea (lib. a p. 655) owns; 2 no | 
man is an atheist in distress. And in the near 

views of death, and eternity, conscience will 

renew its claims, and demand an attentive - 
hearing. We know that we have offended 
a pure and holy God; that we have been guilty 
of numerous offences which we had it in our 
power to avoid; that we have wasted our time; 
neglected , our mercies; and have wilfully 
passed by the many warnings that are given us 
to repent. Of these plain truths, conscience, 
more or less, assures every man. This candle 
of the Lord, implanted in our breast, will not 

be extinguished by death, but will shine with 

| irs wet lustre the moment we appear e 
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our Judge. Then it. will vither- abcuge;/ or 


forget. | All sins, Whether secret or open, 
hall be 4ccomrited for. And even those omis- 


sons of our duty, which we are apt now ta 


estimate too lightly; the guilt of these neglects, 
which have either arisen ſrom the love of 
pleasure, indolence, or the like, will be hea- 


i not, to him it is sin. All the sins of com- 
mission, whether in youth, or age, as „ la- 
seiviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, 
banquetings, and abominable idolatries, and 
all excess of riot, shall be accounted for to 
| him who is ready to judge the quick, and the 
dead. (See Ist Peter, iv. 3, 4, and 5.) 
Even every idle word, that men shall speak, 
they shall give account / thereof in the day of 
judgment. And if even every vain word that 
is spoken, will be strictly enquired into, how 
much more those detracting, reproachful, or 


profane and blasphemous expreions, which. 


#5. Janne, iv, 45. 
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'  excuse us; and bring to light many things 
which, in the hurry of business, or in the 
gaietics of pleasure, we have endeavoured to 


« To bim that knoweth ta do good, and doeth 
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| flow from the corrupt fountain of a depraved 
heart Were it possible to look beyond thisvaih 
of flesh, and behold the departing spiritof theune! 
thinking profligate, the drunkard, the swearer, 
the adulterer, the fraudulent, or unjust, appear 
ing before the tribunal of its righteous jagen 
What could it plead to extenuate a life of de- 
bauchery and vice, of prostituted talents, and 
perverted reason? How could it bear to heat 
the cries of zeiluced innocence, or of unpro- — 
of guilt Can imagination picture a ce v0 
awful, as the disembodied spirit doomed to the 
vengeance of eternal punishment, td dwell-with 
the workers of -iniquity ? As I live, sat 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death = 
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways, for why will ye die, O house of 
Israel? *—But if thought could wing its way 
to a gublimer region, and behold the spirit of 
a true penitent appearing before its Judge, 
there we should hear nothing but the glorious 
plea of à cruciſied Redeemer,—of faith in the 
Nara - righteousness of Chrigt,—of that , 


8 n 
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fountain opened for sin, and for uncleanness. The 


proud arrogance: of bcasted merit, can never 


be pleaded by a petitioner for mercy but the 


all-prevailing merits, atonement, and death of 


Christ, will form the only basis of his hopes. 
Whatever works he had practised, will ap- 
pear as the fruits of faith, as the trophies of 
love, as the incense of gratitude Then will 
Ne applauding Judge say, 
C blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
| en eee for e ee foundation'of the 

world. i | | | 


„ 
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I proceed now to consider, lastly, the duties 


incumbent on us, as dying, and accountable 


creatures. 
* 
„ 1 7 


a First, then, it is no less our duty, than our 


5 — to enquire how far we are habitually 
prepared for the approach of death. If, for 
instance, we reflected, that at an appointed 


time we must quit our present earthly abode, 
and change our company, place, and pursuits, 
to mix with disembodied spirits, either in a 
state of perfect happiness, LES e 
0 ST, Marr. Mr. 34. 
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chould we not enquire how far our prevailing 
temper, and practice, were adapted to the ho- 

liness of heaven? The work of grace must be 
begun here, e er it will be perfected in glory. 
Faith in Christ, repentance towards God; holy 
affections, and spiritual desires, must be expe- 
rienced on earth, if we expect to arrive at the 
haven of joy. How can we be prepared for 
the presence of God, if we have no love to 
him? And how can we be said to love him, if 
we have no wish to please him? If all our 
thoughts are taken up with the business, the 
pleasures, and the honours of this life, so that 
we allow ourselves no time for prayer, medi- 
tation, or religious duties; how can we be 
prepared to enter a world, where spiritual em- 
ployments will form its. uninterrupted bliss? 
The man who lives in any allowed sin, can be 
in no state of preparation for: death; as he-who 
delights in the practice of 800 vice, cannot a 
er tor perfect Balmer werd fon missen 


a the chief Wunden Ws our es chouls be 
Fay for death, it will be necessary that 
ye should often seriously meditate on our latter 
end; realize that awful scene to the view; 
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banish every trifling levity of thought, or 
worldly care, that would intrude on these im- 
portant moments : and lessen our fond attach- 
ment to a world, that is unworthy our supreme 
regard. We should often reflect, that we are 
only here like travellers on a journey, who 
cannot call one moment their own, and who 
are hastening from time to eternity,—* For 
what is your life? It is even a vapour, that ap- 
peareth for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away. Unfeigned faith in Christ, and ge- 
nuine repentance for sin, are indispensibly ne- 
cessary to prepare us for death. These are the 
immediate gifts of the Holy Spirit, which God 
hath promised to all who sincerely ask them. 
Christ hath taken away the sting of death, and 
redeemed us from the power of the grave. By 
his active, and passive obedience, we are also 
delivered from the curse of a broken law j and 
dy the grace of his Holy Spirit, imparted to us, 
we are prepared for heaven. At the bar of 
judgment, we must be cloathed with the robe 
of Christ's righteousness, in order to be justi- 
| "fied before'a pure, and holy God. If we think 
e pleading the merk of our best works at that 
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awful tribunal, our plea will be then rejected. 
For what virtue that we practise, will bear a 
strict, and scrutinous Enquiry ? It is through 


free, unmerited grace alone, that we are par- 

doned, justified, and eternally saved. Even 
the acceptance, and rewarding our best works, 
will be on account of the perfect righteousness 


of Christ. In him we shall stand Spins / 
_ we have no merit of our own, 75; 


dying, and accountable creatures; that is, a 
| Kere. and serious revie wal of our past Iiyes; 


a steady regard to the admonitions of con- 
ee and an impartial enquiry into our pre- 
yailing habits, as those who must soon appear 
before him, by.-whom——< actions are weighed.” 
Let us frequently. judge ourselves by that tri- 
bunal, which is placed in our breast. Let us 
frequently ask, What have I done? How have 
Ispent my time? Have I employed forty, fifty, 
or sixty years to glorify God, or merely. to 
please myself? Have I made the law of God 
the rule of my life, or the law of fashion, and 


' jnclination? What spirit have J habitually, in- 
dulged, the spirit of Christ, or the spirit of 
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the world? Hence, in a few words, it is or 
duty so to live the life of the righteous, that 
our last end may be like his. For he who + 
would wish to die comfortably, must endeavour 
to live watchful and holy. Let us avoid that 
kind of company which is likely to corrupt our 
morals, to harden us in vice, or to lessen our 
reverence for religion. Let us beware of trust 
ing to a death- bed repentance; for sincere con- 
versions in the last moments of life are $0 rare, 5 
that God has left us but one instance of it in 
scripture,—even the thief upon the cross.— 
Conversion in the last hour, says one, is 
the most difficult thing in the world. The 
heart is bound by a thousand old habits long 
ago contracted, and which, like so many 
chains, prevent a freedom of action.” What 
can be more weak, and ruinous, than putting 
off repentance to old age, when we know not 
what an hour may produce?“ To-day, if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts: * 
tomorrow dey" fix _ ane for erer! 5 


22 
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Let us then, in all our actions, bive so con- 
> 4 tant a mn, to the day of judgment, that, 
30 
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when death arrests. us, we may not be unpre- 
pared at its arrival, or surprized at its warning 
| to depart, To the wicked, death will be the 
avenue to punishment; but to those, who 
through faith in Christ have overcome the 
world, it will be only the portal of bliss, the 

gate of glory. They will be admitted to their 
Father's house, — to their proper home,. to 

join the company of the blessed above,. here 
there is fulness of joy, and where there are) 


pleasures for evermore ! 


- 
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T. Noa Ta, Printer, Little Tower Street. 
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